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T O T H E 

Chriftian READER. 

AHolj Life in Chrijiian Exftrie^ 
of its umtrkable ProviAtttcis 

Ood toivtrds fame of his Children in ti 
.Life, is ihAt rvhieh oti^bt to be look'd im 
■d)ni comfaT''d mth Holj Writ ; and fn 
ing it agreeable to the Rule laid damn 
the Scriptures of Gc^,.. canmt but be t 
ce^ table in their Vjefulnefs to all that a 
fetting their Faces Sion-n'(:r^j • ^ mi 
who knows )' but the reading of this fi 
ioTViKg Narrative by others, may, by t 
affljlance of Divine Grace, produce 
them an Inclination to enquire after ihi 
Lternal Salvation ; whiih- is the defi^n 
this Puhiicatian, and the he. m^ L>ii>'^ » 
Frajer of your HouL's WEllAV^^ai-r- ^ 



BOOICS Utely Printed for, and Sold 
by John Marfball, at the Bible in 
Grace-Chujrch-Strcet. 

A Guide to Church-Fcllowfhip, ac- 
cording to the Gofpcl-Inllitu- 
tion. Wherein theie Particulars are 
diftinaiy handled, (i.) The NecefTi- 
ty of Believers to join themfelves in 
Cihurch-Order. (2.) The Subjcft-Mat- 
ter of the Church, (j.) The Conti- 
nuation of a Church-State, and Admi- 
niftratioB of Evangelical Ordinances. 
<4). What fort of Churches the Difci- 
pies of Chrift may, and ought to join 
xhemfelves unto, as unto entire Com- 
munion. The Third Edition. Price 
Bound 6^. 

EfiKol ; or a Clufter of the Fruit 
of Canaan brought to the Borders, for 
the Encouragement of the Saints tra- 
velling thitherwards, with their Faces 
towards Sion; or Rules of Diref^ion 
for the Walking of the Saints in FcU 
Jowihip, according to theOtdw o£ dv^ 
^cL The Sixth EAiuoa. 




THE 

Conversion, &c. 

T may be inquir'd 
what Parents I com' 
of; as to that I cai 
give but little Ac 
count. I hope the; 
were fuch as fcar'( 
the Lord. It pleafet 
God to remove them early from me, be 
ing when I was about eight years Old 
My Mother died a Year before my Fa 
ther. My being a fickly, weakly Child 
was one Reafon why I was not put t( 
School to learn to read in their Time. . 
When they werercmov'd by Death 
it was my Lot to be put Apprentice ia : 
carnal Family, b^ xivt -i.-^Tjo^Mswes.* 
the jpublick M%gi&x^x<& '«*. Hm^«*^ 
for eight Years, io\fiax]a.xo«!S^^^ 
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Thi Exfiritnces 



vhich Time I accordingly fcrv'd ^ 
time I went to them, I was a 
r to God* There was in me a 
Heart, oppofite to all that was 
in the remembrance of which E 
^afon to be truly humbled, and 
lys lay my felf low at the Foot- 
F God^s Grace. I have alfo rea- 
idmire Free-Grace in the diftin-f 
g Love of God and Chriftto my 
lat he was pleasM to go out of the 
7 Road to call me into his Way* 
d livM in this Place four Years, 
I was con vincM of Sia Rejoyc* - 
len the Sabbath was come, that I 
have time for Recreations, my 
s on that Day being to walk a-> 
I fee new Places. I had Compaq 
ke my felf, to walk with me. I 
ill reafon to be humbled at the re^ 
ance of that Time and Day. I 
r I ke to be convinced of Sin by 
i the Word PrcacliM or Read, 
: I did not go where it was dif- 
; JiOr by good £xample and la* 
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Of Mary Hurll. 



ftrufltion^ becaufe I had it not. For as 
to thofe I then liv'd with, I don't re- 
member they ever told me it was an E- 
vil to break the Sabbath. As for thfl 
Word read in that Family, it was bui 
feldom I heard it ; and what I did hear 
fuch was my wicked Heart and Nature 
that it was rather a Burthen than a Dei 
light to me. 

I know the hearing of God^s Word 
Preach'd or Read, is his ordinary Wa) 
to convince us of Sin ; but I being out o 
this Way, he, thro^ the Riches of hii 
Grace took another Method with me 
The way that ht took to convince me O: 
Sin was by ^ Dream, when I was abow 
twelve Years of Age. I dreamM that 1 
was walking with my Companions in i 
large Common^ which, ilnce I have ofter 
thought, did fitly reppefent the commor 
way to Hell, which, I was then in. Be 
foue me I (aw a great Fit, which I wai 
obi^M to go to, and co>A^ wsc \>»^!^»s 
again. As I came tvca.t \x->^ \ S:^ ^ 
kncQ hang over iTas oviS^^^ ^^ ^^ 



8 The Exftritncts 
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I obfcrv'd a great many fitting round a- 
bout the Brink of it ; and as I looked 
down into the Pit, I could fee no Bot- 
tom, and looking up to the Ballance, I 
could difccrn nothing it hung by. I 
thought every, one that fat round that 
Pit, or came near it, were to be weigh'd 
in that Ballance, and every one that 
turn'd the Ballance, was to be caft into 
that Pic ; fo I trembled exceedingly at 
this fight, and whih't I thus trembled, 
apprehending I fhould be weighed and 
turn the Ballance, and be caft into the 
Fit, methought there came a young Man 
to me, and bad me fit down, and he 
M'oufld tell me the meaning of all thefc 
things. He told me the Pit I faw was 
the Pit of Hell, and the Ballance that 
hung over it was the Tuftice of God, 
and that which turn'd the Ballance was 
Sin. He told me it was not the weight 
of the Body that turn d the Ballance, 
but it was Sin ; and thus the Exprefli- 
€n was repeated to me. He further told 
77^ / ivasnotnow brought to be weighM 
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^ me to hear the Word, not acquaintiiri 
them with my Reafons for it. Th 
went with me, but ftaid not long the 
but as I fupposM* took their Walks, ^j 
they us'd to do. As for me, thro^ rich 
Grace, I had now no fuch Iticllnatioo 
to do. 

I was much afFefted with Mr. liuglt\ 
Praver. I thought I could have ftood 
a Day to have heard him ; but in Preacl>- 
ing I could not underftand him, under 
the fenfe of which I was very much 
t\oub!ed and conccrn'd. I believ'd that 
he that Prav'd fo wclL did Preach as 
well, only I wanted the Capacity to 
underftand him. It plcafed^God in the 
beginning to gire me fo much Under- 
Handing, as to let me fee I wanted an 
Underftanding. I was troubled for a 
confidciahle time, tliac I could not un- 
derftand the Word when preach'd. 
When one Sabbath was gone, I longM 
for the return of another, hoping I 
w/gbc underfiand better t\^a weY^t time, 

Ac/ 1 1 could not find 1 did *, ^tvCi \\\ws^ 
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' may fay, I continued for the Ipace < 
twelve Months, being txcccdingl 
'troubled how IlhouM elcapcHell, ani 
get to Heaven. Very willing was I tc 
efcapethat Place of Torment, but alasl 
_knew not how I I had a delire to get 
to Heaven, but I knew not which way. 
Upon this I bcg'd of the Lord that he 
would in the way of his Providence fo 
<lire£l: and order it, that I might hear his 
Word fpokcn of by fotnc Perfon or o. 
ther in the way of Converfc ; and in 
;his way I thought I mi^ht come to the 
knowledge of what GpA would hare 
le do, in order Co the efcaping of Hell, 
id the. being SavM. 
'After' ifhis; God anf^n-'crM' iriydefite,' 
'y the vra^i ^bat RcAfoh jibvel to ad-! 
re the Rijstifes of his Grace, that-he*^ 
>uid cond^ibi^nd to hear thq Petitions 
fuch a meia 3hd Unworthy One as, 
iedtan8;)"1*Drfoin-etimeafcfer'this« 
BiaHboiuf cpmci 'i6-i\\fcB5^'^^N>^^ 



12 TIk Experiences 

courfe as I fat at my Work. One /" p 
dircfled to take fpeclal notice of, v 
thitinM/trk i6.v.i6. He that ieiin 
JhdU be SMved, and he that betieveth 
jball be Damned. As foon as he had m 
tion'd it, I thought with my felf is 
fo ? That whofoever believeth Ihall 

Sav'd? Then I will belie' 

* 'J") '! * fure. The' alas, at tl 

^7"%"^/, time I knew not what Fai 

Bartf. was. After this I thoug 

it over a{;ain in my Mit 
what I bad laid, I would believe fii 
9ut it was requifite I Ibould now cc 
fider what I ought to bcliere. Itlioug 
I muft hear the Word preach'd, and h< 



and what I heard Read tobeaTrd| 
But I tonfider'il again, Imay heart 
Word Preach'i and R^d, and m, 

' believe jttabe afiutfi, and yet tl 
ttuynpt, be' a right Faiw : So I » 

tAea c(«iwrA'd,J$ Ku&Jt.^^^ " 
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Faith was. I thought if I did not know 
what Faith w^as, how fl:]ou!d I know 
whether I had it ; and if I never had 
ir, I fhould never be fav'd, according 
to the foremention'd Word. Upon this 
I was exceedingly troubled a confider- 
ablc time for want of the Knowledge 
of Faith. 

Whilft I was under this Concern, 

the Devil comes in with a Temptation. 

Thefe were bis Suggeftions. What, 

was I fo thoughtful about the things 

of Eternity ? I was but young. This 

is the way to fpend all my time in Sol- 

Kcitoufhefs about Eternity, and to take 

no Comfort of one's Life, which I need 

; not do. If I waselefted, God would 

V bring me Home at laft, tho' I liv'd 

» ever fo carelefly the mean while; for 

: he would fave all his Eleft : But oa 

I the other hand, if I were not elected, 

: all my thoughtfulnefs would never 

I fave me. 

tj . As Jbon asthefeTVvo\i^\x.s^^K^^^^ 
^ gdhd, it pleafed Go^i to \^x- ^^\^^^ 




' they were trom the Devil ; I was per- 
luaded of it, becaule the end of tliem 
led to Carelefnefs. It pleafcd God thro' 
rich<irace immediately to appear for 
me, and I tnuft fay the Lord anfwer'd 
Satan, for I could not. The Devil told 
tne it was yet time enough. But the 
Word of God cavae with Power, and 
tflform'd tne, that ws* rvas the accepted 
time, /WW ivas the Day of SaivMtion^ 2 Cor, 
'6. 2. And, to Day if ye mB hesr hit 
Voice y htirden not your Hearts, Heb. j, 
7, 8. And, fetk ye the Lord rebile he may 
he foutidy call ye upon him while he is near^ 
Ifa. 55.^. That Scripture alfo, Pfal. 
so. I. was deeply imprcfled upon my 
Mind ; Why fidndefi thou afar off, 
Lord ? Why hidejl thou thy ftlf in timet 
■of Trouble? So that here i undetftood 
there was a Day wherein God would 
be nigh to us, and a Time of Trouble 
wherein he might ftand far off from 
vs. Whereupon 1 was made to con- 
fider in the firft place, vjWt ^VaYi-aji ' 
'/* Trouble would be, i£ 1 ftvwsNft. v«- 
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It to the Venture. I tben examinVi my 
felf| whether I could bear the Loid, 
whom I WMiU have to be my Friend, 
CO ftaad againft me as an Enemy ; whe- 
ther I could bear a- frowning Coiintc- 
rmce, an angry LoOk, a confuming 
Fire, or a final Sentence ; whether I 
could bear that Sentence, Dtpdrt^ jt 
Carfedj I know je ttof* My Heart an- 
fwer'd, I was not able to bear th& 
thoBghts of it. Thea the forementi- 
onM Scriptures^ Seek the Lord, &c. and 
ffom is the tuctftsd time, were again im- 
prefs'd with frefb. Power upon my 
Mind^^ whereupon I dcfir'd of God- 
that I mightfo ieek him as to fidd him, 
ib call that he might anfwer, fo knock 
that he might open to me. It feem'd 
to be then with me, as tho' I were 
never to hive another Offer, if I neg- 
JeSed this prefenr Day, and this made 
me the more earneft in fceking of God ; 
So that the Devil was focc'd t.o 6s-^ 
before me as onca\ba."KC5^c& ^^^^^!^^^ 
^dop,, aad never vja^ ^>i^«^-^ 
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dergone an hard Apprcnticelhip in the 
firft ; knowing the want of what was 
neceffary, tho' not of what was beft, 
feeing that was heft which I had. I 
was afraid of Liberty, left I fhould be 
drawn afidc by ill Company, and fo 
fhould lofe the Convictions I then had. 
I thought I had better choofe to knaw 
Hardfliips in the World, than to ven- 
ture falling into Snares : And this M^as 
the whole Reafon which made me wil- 
ling to be Apprentice again. So I went 
to ferve in another Place Apprentice 
five Years. 

Thofc I next livM with were Pro- 
feflbrs. When I Was fettled in my 
Pjacc, I began to coxifider the State of 
my Soul. I again enquirM what know- 
ledge I had yet of Faith ; but upon 
Examination could not find I had any 
I ri^ht knowledge of it. J was very 
I much troubled to think I fliould hear 
the Word fo long, and obtain no know- 
}^dgc. Then that Scripture was brought 
^ ^y mind. If the Gofocl be biA^ it U * 
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htd to them that are lofij 2 Cor. 4. J» 
Then I concluded that I was one that 
was loft, for the Gofpcl was hid from 
me (as to the undcrftanding of it, tho* 
I was under the hearing ot it.) I re- 
inainM after this a long time troubled 
under the Senfe that I was loft. In due 
time another Word was deeply impref- 
fed upon my mind, Chrift cArne to fave 
the loft Sheep of Ifrae/^ Matth 15.2}. O 
blefled be his Name that ever fuch a 
Word fljould come to me i 1 was ena- 

'■ bled thro^ Grace to turn that Word into 
Petitions, defiring that Chrift would 

. fave me. After this I was concern'd 
under an Apprehenfion that I had no 

• true Grace. I thought if I had I fliould 
grow in Grace, 'but I found I was ftiU 

► as ignorant about the knowledge of 

» Faith as at the firft, Which was a great 
trouble to me ; for I believ'd the Ne- 
eeffity of having Faith, and I now fee 
I had it, tho' then 1 knew it not^ I 

"*\yas a Jong time trouVAc^ \wv5jiRs: ^^ 
feufeof thQ Sin o£ \^^t^\ia^- "^ 
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God was pleafed often to give me that 
Scripture, Then {ball ye know^ if ye foL 
low on to know him : And that made me 
earneft from Day to Day with God, 
that he would teach me Knowledge. 
And thus I remainM a great while, en^ 
ly begging for Knowledge. Being con- 
eern'd to find I did not get forward^ 
I had that Scripture given in, If thou 
feekejl h^r as Sihety &c. Trov. 2. 4, 5, 
Then jb alt thou under fi and the Fear of the 
Lord J and fnd the Kjtowledge of God. I 

thought with my felt, that one who 
had loft Silver, eipecially if it were fo- 
that he had no more to fupply his 
Wants, with what Diligence would he 
look after it? Likewif^ if a Beggar 
heard of a hid Treafufe,.. what Pains 
would he take to come at it ? Which I 
thought did fitly reprefent my Cafe. 
Now I knew my feir to be one that 
had nothing, and defervM nothing that 
was good. By this Word I was in- If; 
form'd I ought to ufe all Diligence to K 
get a true knowledge of God, and'^aa i^ 



i 

V 

d 
S 
b 

1^^ 



Of Mary Hurll. 21 



Intereft in Chrift, but ftill apprehend- 
ed I remainM ignorant of this true and 
right Knowledge. 

In the mean time I was exercisM 
with many outward Aftli6lions, which 
made me often think I did not belong 
to God. I apprehended the AfHi6l ions 
I met with to be Tokens of God's Dif- 
pleafure, and fo a Sign that I was not 
his in a peculiar manner. Then God 
thro' his rich Grace brought in another 
Word to me, Rev. j. ig/ Js many as I 
Urvey I rebuke and chafien. He thaP ps 
without Chdfiifefnentj is 4 Bajtardy and 
nb SofSy Heb. 12. 8. And this was a 
ftay to me for a little while, hoping 
that God's Dealings were in Love. But 
when new Afflidions came, I was rea- 
dy to queftion it again ; however the 
Scripture laft mention'd was often 
brought to my mind. But after this I 
began to put it off with thefe Confidc- 
rations. I believM that all tK^t<i<vl 
lov'd he chaften'd \ \^\\\\<^:^''^s^^^ 
Wds no Argument t\2i^V^^^^^^^'^ 
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he lov'd. . I thought there were many 
in the World who had greater Affli- 
ftions than I, who never peculiarly be-. 
long'd to God. I thought this might 
he my Cafe, and I might have TroUf 
hies here^ and Torments for ever herc^ 
after. I thought I could be willing 
to bear any Trouble, fo I knew it to 
be in Love. I was excrcisM with ma* 
uy; Temptations, which made me thiolt 
again I did not belong to God» 1 
thought fuch as were the Children of 
God indeed, were not exerCisM with 
the Temptations that I was ; which 
Apprehenfions made me fink, doubting 
my Intereft in God* Then that Scrip- 
ture was given into my -mind, The Lord 
knotvs how to deliver the Gtdlj out of 
TemftAtions^ and to referve the Vnjufi 
to the Ddjf of Judgment to be punified^ 
2 Pet. 2. 9. I thought hereupon with, 
my felf, Is it fo? Does God know how 
to deliver the Godly out of Tempta- 
/70/7 ? Then I may infer ihc Godly are. 
^^ Tcmpcation : {q 1 tYiOu^\x-\^wJAi 
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norc conclude that I was a Soul noc 
)nging to God by rcafon of Temp- 
on, fince the Word told me^ that 
Godly are in Temptations. 
Lfter this I was exercisM with other 
tidions, which were the means of 
overing to me the Sin and Corrup- 
i that dwek within me ; infomuch 
t I faw my fclf full of Ignorance 
Darknefs, and knew not which 
^ to look, having Afflictions with* 
^ and Sin and Corruption within, 
is made me queftion again, whether 
re was any thing of the Work of 
ce yec upon me, but I could not 
w a full ConcluHon that there was 
e. I then renewM my former 
Dughts ; If I have Grace, why do I 
grow? For I thought my lelf as 
3ra nt of Faith and Repentance as 
:h€ firft. I thought they that had 
^ Grace did grow, and if I had Grace 
lould grow, ualcCs ^tor. ^^s^t^x^xs 



d not yet fee Vvvw^^x'^ ^^^^^^ 
f- Upon t\\'is 1 ^tvo^ve^ ^ 
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might be the hindrance to my gen 
forward ; I thought it might be 
fixing too much on the Creature 
Creature-Comforts, tho' at that tiit 
had Httie or nothing to fix upon, , 
ther did I know I did fix upon 
thing in an inordinate way. Yet 
reafon of the Deceit of my Heart 
thought I might do it and not kn 
it. So upon this Sufpicion of my f 
I <3efirM of God he would wean 
from the World and the Things 
Time, as a Child is weaned froai 
Breaft : I dcfir'd that as the Nipj 
of the Breaft were imbitter'd to i 
Child, that it might not tafte 
Sweetnefs of the Milk, fo the thii 
of this World might be imbitter'd 
me, that I might taftc no Sweet n 
nor fee any Excellency in any thing 
ncath Himfelf; and this in order 
my being brrought to Himfelf. 
thought, as when a Child is wea 
^om the J5reafls, and eats more n- 
rilliing Foodp it grows, 2lvA ;a\^^ 
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omcs a Man ; fo it would be with mc, 
f I were weanM from the; Things of 
rime. I thought I ftfould Acn come 
o the Knowledge of God, and grow 
n Grace. 

After this God was plcasM to ac- 
wcr my Prayer, but I niay fay it was' 
3y terrible Things in Righteoufnefs. 
For every thing 1 had to do with ci- 
rlier lefs or greater, became a Crofs to 
Tie- I was for a Time cxcrcisM with 
narty Affli3ions, in order to the being 
kvcahM fr<*ii the Tilings of Time- But 
t may fay that in' all this God dealt 
w'ith me as a Mother doth with her 
Child. For as w hen thei Child is wean- 
ing from the Breaft, it's ufual For the 
Mother to ' provide foihething better 
than ordinary inftead of the Breaft ; To 
did God provide a Word for me that 
w?as better than all other Things to 
me; it wgs that Scripture in Joi^ff ti6^ 

i»off rt>ower&l zxA eSSvc 
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iier impcefsM upon me. The Affli^ 
^ons 1 jncf with were at firfi very U^ 
to "bearj till I yrias: enabled t^ cpnfi,^ 
^tlius with my feif, (w^.) TIjat I \j^ 
'^efirM Peace with Godj Peace of Con- 
' (cience, an4 Joy thro' beHeving : 
Wl)ereuppn. I reafpqMwith my fe^ 
"Why fhouW ^ bj? unwillmg to havc.i( 
in God's oWh way, fince the Word told 
eme that in .the World I fliould have 
trouble, but in him feace? And Q it 
was but reafo^ble. to accept ©f Trou- 
%)Iei feeing I ^'as fa!^illmg fp embrace 
Peace- Then I defir^d. the Lord that 
lie would fanftify Affliflions to me, 
and teach me by them, that I migiit 
l>el)rought truly to himielf^j Thro* rich 
"^tpfracel cbujl^ p^ t9.;G<:Ki that 

I was willing to have Peace in his owa 
^ay. So that by this thne the Trour 
t)Ie that before ,^was.gf;qj^t,a{id hard \$ 
i)car, becamc^jp^y. ,r; -;:>; ?r> ^\ : : 
But after t;lu^ a^'.pew.A fat 

Jbw^dp aiid ly was r4tadYtQ[ CcAi^ ^^u^^ 
^ jf I had cnm^A do wwtow^ Ow&^^i 
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on. Tl>€n God led me to. new Kt^^ 
tions. F confider'd what Sin I might 
nd out by thefe Affliftions. I was 
wde by my Afflictions to fee 1 had a . 
jcret Truftaii the Grfeatiii^, andCrea- 
iire-Comftirtej^whieKl knew hot before.^ 
then confider'd what I liad defir'd of 
rod, viz. the imbitteriag the ThinK^ 
f Time, that I might be brdtighf oBf 
rom therii -f o ' Hirttfiilf. - Tftcri f ask*d 
ny feirfomc^Qjieftibftsr-'As; Howdid 
dclirc thisThing ?'WasI Avillingthat 
rod Ihould anfwcr diis Defire ? Was 
ly Heart right in the mkttfer? If jp 
/as, Why then am I conctern'd .whco 
tod fe'doiiig^wfet t defir!d ?-fhcn I 
hougfct df the gi^cat Lovfc'atid 'Mercy 
f God, that he fhould condefccnd to^ 
ear and anfwer me, and fhould con- 
efn Wmfelf fo much about ^ me, T 
hought be might have ftid bF-fbe-ay 
f Ephrdim^^ Ephraim /> jow'^a-fo Idols^ 
't him ilone. God m\^^x.\\^N^Vx'^s^R 
hnCf to have cleaved to ^^O^^^^ 
id perifliVii for- everv V^>3X ^^^^^^ 
^^amc he did aat \eav^ «i^ ^o. 
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After this I m^t with another A£ 
ffiort. And that Scripture ftiil.caj 
in with every new AfBiftion, i/$ 

World ye ffljall bdv^TribiiUtioff, &C. V 

under, thrsTroubkl V/^s.ignking as ' 
fore. ft^e. it. p^cafcd:Gorf to lead ^ 
<o other (^6niidcratiOAS.| f t^pughc ho 
hard it was for me to be^ean'd, or 
fliould not need all die^ A$i^oi^s. 
thou§l« Imt^hi}^^ Bu 

ijpQn,,t'b^ Tc^e, Jth» wa%,fioing^ fro 
Twig torTwjg^. Jiur ftUl. f^?i^Mup( 
the fime Tree ; So I Went from' Crc 
turc to Creature, ratb,9r, than can 
rightly to. G^d. . ^ndee4 ^ ;^va^ 'as ^qi 
^^"fM^ /ll^e BKtb,/r^4y': tp^^^ 
hold -off. Things beloWv whi^h for 
time prevented me from mounting u 
wards. I confidePd again with n 
ielf, that God was ufing his Rod i at 
ipight not I hear a Vojce in? it ? And: i 
deed 1 thought t heai*d a Voice in 
after this manner : Soui^ thou woula 
yfjclr, Aqpx'jkn^ ft ay tYv«^^ Wt\lv 
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I ■ ■ I. I !■■ 

me. Upon this I flood amazM at the 
TJivoughts of Godfs wonderful Low to 

, mcy :Thought i^rmW God havi me 

\ (as it were) whether. I will or no? This 

[ indeed was wonderful. 

But after all this I met with another 

] Trial, which I- thought ^ater than 
any J had, met? wkh^bcfore, er.elfe it 

• was becaufe I; was weary of bearing 
AlBiftions, or nearer to Deliverance. 
That Scripture, In the World je Jhall 
h%ve Tribulafions^ /^c as unde? my o- 
ther T^publes, fp caplfi alopg with this : 
But ^las !• I ^aj^: again (inbing as much 
as ever. Which IhcwM. me that the 

\ Confolations I bad reccivM in my forr 
mer Afftiftions, \vpu|d n)?t ferve for the 

\ next. ,So t^iat;-:!; bad 'ne^ to depend 
upon the God ftf Grace. Iwasfocaft 

: down under this Trial, that for a time 

* I refus'd . Comfort from the Word i4 
'l^God. I thought with my felf, that for 
/ oyght I knew I w^s dill a Stranger wk 
\ Gtod ; and then wV\at \v^^ \x5^ ^'^'^ 

takGholi of \xi% Ww^vw ^^^^ 
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Comfort from it? Bwt the Lord did 
not leave me here; t defir'd if I be- 
longed to bim, or thjit ifej SGripturc, 
M^hich wasalways%)roi]^ht'to my mind' 
in my AfRidions, befodg'd^ to me, if 
I might lay hold c^it, take Comfort 
from it, ^ and- not fia in* fo doings he 
^ould pleafe to let Me know it ; that 
he would fo order it in the way of his 
Providence, that I might hear it fpoken 
from in fome Sermon or other. After 
this DeHre had pa&?d, I was troubledt 
in my Spirit, : '«id reafen'd th»s with ' 
my felf : What was I noWabout? Muft 
I direa the Almighty ? CouFd not 1 v 
believe ? Muft he take fuch a way to 
raife up my Faith ? Yet notwithftand* 
ing I thus blamM my (blf, I could not 
help having ftill tfie Tame Dedre ; and 
God was pleasM graciouOy to anfwer 
ilf s Defire the verv fame day. I had 
not then difcover'd thefe Thoughts to 
a^y Perfon living ; but thftt very day ' 
rhere came one to the Houfe where I - 
tAcnJiv^d. to repeat a S^into^* ^V«a 



■Aito 
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namM the Text, it was^ In the: 
or Id yefhdll bsve TribuUthn^ hut be of 
7d cheer ^ I hdvi overcome the World. . 
[le Proofs were that iii the ii^tb 
dm^ ver. 67, 71. h is good for me 
iU I have hetm sffliifed ; hefbre I tP4s af^ 
cfed I wef$t ^Jt^^Jy hkt notv hdve Ikiff^ 
y fVord. So t ha tin the a Cor. 12. 7. 
nd there xhpas giiHfn to me 4 T^ofn ift the 
?(/&, 4 Meffenger: ^f SatAH to buffet me^ 
? / Jhottld be exifted sbr/ve me Afore. For 
is tbifig Ibe/betghtfheLordthricej that' 
migh^ dej^artfrofm ^er jMd he Mtffiper^dy 
fy Grsei is fajfikiene for 4hee^ for wy^ 
\iength fihtff he made ftrfeB in WeAkfnfs} 

his Text and' ^11 thcfe Proofs were fo 
3en^€^ that it Went on with i\\ th^t I ' 
id bdbrcexperiehd'd; -as if he thair bad ' 
reached' it had knbwn all tha^ 1 had' 
ifs^d thr6^ ; iWt tho* hfe that preached . 
could not knoW) yet he that direfled 
did know. I was all that time as 

ittg ia^^pe^ 
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After this I went to live a Servaa— 
with my Aunt my Father's Sifter^ 
wb^re I rcmainM two Years, whilft X^ 
was ther^, my Father's Uncle,, whc* 
was a good Man, often came to the / 
Boufe, He would often fpeali to mc, I 
eflCOi«-ag=flg me in the way to Heaveo. I| 
H6,ask*d n>c who Chrift was, which r 
ibi^ed at that time I could give noao-jj 
fwer to. Be told me tliat Chrift wai , 
theSotjofGod; that he was God-Man^ { 
and tlut^-.bp.is the Saviour of all thejo ^ 
that- CQn}^' to. him and believe jq. hiai; \ 
^e told me, he would jiot have- rgB. ^ 
be difcouragM ; he believ'd God had^a [{ 
fjffign of Grace towards me. But up-' \ 
opjtfii^s .1 fifv, that I_ was ignorant o£ ^ 
<^fQj I^Sii^ic way.tp-Life acd Salvatir! t^ 
Ofi^[i \ '^01 ;dcQr?d of iGodj that he IJ 
^^'Quldteaciitme t[■He•K:np^vIedgc, thai; ^ 
1tmighj;:ltpow >vhac it was to come u li 

tS'-«i-L'-.,i [,.'■:' . . ■ •■ r 

ma Hot remembn ai«iViatto'»'*.Al(i 
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ftearct* The day after ihc licaFUig of 
tliis Sermon my Uncle catnc to mc a- 
5a in, and he cngukM of me how I 
ik'd what was deliver^ in that Scr- 
ifion. I (old bim JL liji^d k^ and M'as 
aHe^ed wUbir, but could not reinem^' 
\iev (bfas to give him any account oFit* 
Then he told fne there were four things 
in (ha:t Serinon which he would have 
V>p ii^xe^toj^^ :^M^iog how a Soui 
iW]14:i;cin4: x» Chrtft > V>c. Lfhould 
^d«a«ptelO:feQ!;Cbrift jiy a» Eve of 
F^ith, {rfl^ould itio to him by ttie Feet 
of Fakb,:I (hould lay hold on him-by 
the Haflcj q£ Faith,. I'ihoy Id' feed ^o^ 
Xm^ blithe vJMouth of Baifch. Tliefot 
fhii^l hjsairv]^ but I was igaocant how 
to do it. I fell under ai^Concern of 
!Mind, fearing I jfhould never be a true 
Ghfiftian; fo that I was ag;ain trou- 
We^d, apprehending; I did noD belong: 
to God, and I remained under thefer 
Thoughis foe ft coflfiderable titae^ bat. 
endcvii:ourM ftift to V^ei^'vcv x5cv^ n^Ss.^ 
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Ofice going to- hear; a Sermoa/' th 
Devil fuggefted the following Tethjfta 
tions tome. What did I' go to hea 

^ M- ^ ^ w ^ J ■ A ^r »«■*■■ ■■• ■ — fc ^^^ .^^k. 




could not pafs tiH'jfwir/if -wftS'caft'oufl 
in like manner, if rw%nt= airiohg the. 



People of God, their PrSyefs vtfoftid iidlJ 
pafs, they would ndt tiSVe^cCksfs^ 
God, nor. Accepfcatk^ WitlV*iti*,-=-W 
caufe r.vras tliere; lU)i$''Wa$>l)^kM^)tg 
another Scripture, wfiefe it was/iaidj 
VrAj not for this PtopttyforlmU mt 
hear.; make thi\^BU.r(S'of tl»» Peofh'fatl 
and their. 'Eon 'tua-Oy, 'iind'>iUfi4^Uhii\ 
Eyes 5 Itfi tb^ fie' -with the' E^, tnttt'^k 
with the Eur, and. nn^erfiind mth thi 
I^art, and beco»venei\, -and Ijbduld bed 
them. 'At.that trnw I did not know tfej 

;' Pcvil couldifdggeft Scripture : rbelieV''i? 
the Word to be God's Word, andth0r6i|l 
fore did not know but I might liinder 
tlie Prayers of God'sPeo^^Ve, \£ 1 vj^asj 

injongfi tlicm. -^ Aga\tt,i iVv»a,^x. ^v^ 
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Yet I would have all prize the Word of 
God as his Word, tho' brought by the 
Hand of an Enemy. I us'd to think 
with my felf, if a Friend fhould fend 
me a Letter, and this Letter come by 
the Hand of an Enemy, I might won- 
der that the Enemy brought it fafe : 
But I ought not to difregard it, becaufe 
he brought it, fince it came from a' 
Friend ; I fhould more mind the Friend 
that fent it, than him that brought it. 
So would I advife Souls to take the 
Word of God, rcmembring it is the 
Word of a Friend, tho' an Enemy fhould 
bring it to mind ;^ and let fuch plead 
with God for a right Undcrftandingand 
experimental Knowledge of it, and this 
i$ one way to fruftrate the Defign of 
him that brought it. But I fliall not 
infift farther upon this. 

I was after this very thoughtful about 
getting a right Knowledge of Chrift, 
but could not find I got forward* ?<^^: 
a timel was mucllpw^\^^^\^^xsv^\^^\^^^ 

' and thought it was wox fe> ^"^"^.^^ 
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ChUdrep ; then that Scripture was givco 
mc, TJal. 42. <. where D4t//W reafpa^ 
with himfelf, laying, Why drp thou c^fi 
down^ mj Sou/j and why arf thou difiiui^ 
eted mihin me ? Trujl in God^ for I jbdS 
yet praife himy who is the Health of my 
\Countenantej and , my God. This gave 
I Kje fonie new Encouragement to hope I 
l^inightbe the Lord^s. It ihewM me alfo 
j when I ought to exercife Faith and 
I Truftin Gcd. I defirM therefore that 
he would enable me to do it^ as he did 
his Servant of old. 

After this 1 heard a Sermon from that 
I ,Text, Thou wilt keep him in perfect Ftaciy 
wfjofe Mindisfiafdonthee^becaufehe trufi- 
j ed in thety Ifa.26.3.The Minifler (hew^d 
* how a SouL.fliouId ftay his Mind on 
Chrift ; even as a weak or a lame Man, 
[, who has no Strength, ftaid himfelf up- 
on his Staff, fo lliould the .Soul in the 
apprehenfion .of his <>jvn >lf eaknefs ftay . 
himfelf on Chrift for his Support and 
" Supply; . aaSi a &)ul that thus ftays it 
^^ upon Chrliky is under * 'fiwKafe ol 
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being kept in perFe(9: Peace. I thought 
at that time my Mind' was ftayM upon 
the Lord, which gave me fome encou- 
ragement that in due time I Ihould iac- 
tain to the Knowledge of him. 

After this I heard many Sermonsfroni. 
that Paflage of Scripture^ Thoti Ar(mf 
Portion^ Lord^ Pfal. 1 1 9. 57. 1 belie Vd, 
when I heard thefc Sermops, that Gotf ■ 
was an excellent Portion ; and I con- 
cluded them to be the onljr happy Ped,- 
ple that had him for their Portion : But- 
I thought, what is all this to me, if I can- 
not find he is my Portion ? All the Ser- 
mons I heard from that Text did not fa- 
tisfy me that God was my Portion. 
Then I thought, O that I could but 
know, ftilJ defiring the Lord to be my 
Portion. I had this Refle£lion within 
my felf, that if the World and a Crown 
was to be put on the one hand, and 
Chrift and the Crofson the other, whe- 
ther of thefe I fhould be wlllv^%^?^'^V^^\C^^ 
I thought my Heavt v^^Vj^^^ \.^^^ 
chufG Chrift and t\\<i Cvo^^s ^^<^^^^ ^ 

1>. a.. 
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the World and ten Crowns. But I 
again rcflcfted, that my Heart was (\ _ 
ceitful and deiperately wicked abo v^ 
all things, who could know it? And it 
might be, if I were put to the Tryal, 
and fhould have half a World fet with 
a Crown on one Hand of me, and thrift 
and the Crofs on the other, it might be 
I fhould chufe the half World with the 
Crown rather than Chrift with the 
Crofs : So that.this, I thought, could be 
no Mark or Evidence to me» Where- 
upon I remained under Trouble, ftill de- 
liring to know that God was my Por- 
tion. And at length, in due time, for e- 
ver blefled be his Name, he was pleas'd 
to let me know it : That Word was 
brought in with Power upon my Soul, 
Ifa. 43. 25. / even 1 am he that blotietb 
out thy Tranfgreffions for mine own fake^ 
and will not remember thj Sins. I may 
fay thro' rich Grace, that this Word 
was brought to me with an irrefiftible 
J^oiic/y fo that I could not withftand 
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it if I would;* Then was I enabled to 
believe that God was my Portion. 

Soon after this I was laid upon a ficfc 
Bed. The lUnefs I labourM under con- 
tinue for'a Quarter of a Year. In that 
time I experienced much of God. I 
could then fay, tho' my Heart and my 
Flefh faiPd, yet God ms the Strength cf 
m) Hearty and wy Portion for ever . A& 
ter this he was pleas'd to lead me gra- 
dually into the fight of my felf, fo that 
I was made to fee the Darknefs of my 
Underftanding, the hardnefs of mjr 
Heart, and the perverfncfs of my Will, 
infomuch thati thought there was none 
like me« I thought that fuch as were 
Chriftians were difcourfing of the things 
of God; they could fpeak of a new Birth, 
of Faith and Repentance ': But this I 
thought my felf a Stranger to; fo.that 
1 returned to my Fears again, that there . 
was nothing right in me. But I thca ^ 
judg'd that if there was nothing right iri . 
me, it was high tvmc xVv^^^ §v^>|l^. X 
thought if I contiuu^A >n\v^\^\ ^'^^%' 
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Ihould perilh, and if I went for wa 
could but perifh, whereupon I w 
endeavour to go forward ; if I peri 
I pcrifli'd. I then refolv'd with m 
I would inquire after God and 
Knowledge of his ways in good car 
as tho' it were the firft day I had the 
of Heaven and Happinefs. I tho 
I would now begin afrelh ; butaia 
knew not the way, till the Lord ga 
that Scripture to me, Ifa. 55. 7. L> 
Wicked forfike bisiVay^ 4m the unr. 
ous Man his Thoughts ; and let him r 
finto the Lordj and he will have mercj 
/j/tw, axd to our God, for hi will abun 
i) fardon. So Toon as that Wore 
jmprefs'd upon my Mind, Iconfi 
firil who it pointed to, viz... i 
Wicked ; I then examin'd my felf, 
therlfaw my felf of that number, 
deed I could not then poflibly c 
my felf with fucli Sins, as God had 
gracioufly pleas'd to liecp me from 
I thought I might fee my felf o 
number of th^ Wicke<^,^o^oTi'^'^'5 
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fuch a Stranger to the true Good ; So I 
apprehended that Scripture pointed at 
me. I again examin'd my felt", whether 
I was willing to forfake my Ways and 
Thoughts that were evil, i.e. fo far as 
I knew them to be evil, and if I was 
willing to turn to God. My Heart re- 
ply'd, I was truly willing to forfake 
what I knew to be evil, and to be the 
Lord's. Then there were two Scrip- 
tures in an extraordinary manner im- 
prefs'd upon me, to let me know what 
God had done for me> One was tn 
Ezjtk. i6. 8. where it is faid, When I 
fdjpd hj thee, *ni looked ufon thee^ behoU 
thy time was a time of hove. The other 
was Vfd. \\Q. i.Thj Peofe JhaH be 
tviiling in the Day of thy Power. I was 
then made to fee, that there had been 
a time of God's Love to me, and the 
Day of his Power had pafs'd upon me. 
Ireflefted, that if there had not been a 
tfme of Love, I that was dead could . 
not have been madeiUve,-, iw^-S-VKb.^ 
nop been made alive, Icw^.^^^^"^ 
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been inquiring after the Living Gc 
I was made to fee alio that a Day 
his Power had pafsM, or elfe I tl ^ 
was unwilling, could not have be^ 
made willing to be the Lord's. Th^ 
I confider'd the latter part of the fc^ 
mer Scripture, Jnd turn to the Lordank 
he vfftll have tnercj upon thee^ and to oar 
God for he mil abundantly fardon thee. 
I was from hence led to fee, how fuit- 
ablc God's pardoning Mercy w^as to 
my Sins. I had fin'd to abundance 
and here was a Promife made to par- 
don to abundance. Thus I came to 
know, thro' rich Grace, that this Pro- 
mife belong'd to me : For having ex- 
perienc'd the former part of the Verfe^. 
I was enabled with Comfort to apply 
the latter, for ever blefled be the Name 
of the Lord. 

Afterwards the Lord gave me ano- 
ther Scripture, which was A/4^ 12. 20. 
The Iruifed Reed he fija/l not break^ nor 
f/^e^c/j ihe fmoaking FUsc, titt Ae brings 
'^r//j jfa^cmmt unto Fittorj. ^^x^ \! 



m^- 
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made firft to confider, what the 
king Flax and bruifed Reed were ; 
iev'd them to be meant of weak 
lians^ fuch as had but fmalf dc- 
of Grace ( as I have heard that 
ture fo explaioM) but then we 
look to it, thai thefe fmall de- 
be true. I therefore inquired •f 
df, whether I h'ad'any true Grace. 
I heard from others, that the De- 
of Grace were Grace. Then I 
linM my felF, whether any fuch 
es were wrought in me ; I thought 
: were, but I askM again. How 
!d I do to know they were true 
incere De/ires ? As to this, I found 
fuch as were accompany^ wi<h 
favours. I thought in things of a 
Nature, if a temporal Good were 
d to a Perfon, efpecially if it was 
e that flood in -need of that Good, 
a Perfon is not usM to fit ^\]y and 
fay there is a good Offer made me ; 
le wil] be found u"\ tW ^^v^^x-^^Ss. 
?/e Means whVd\ 2ic^ tcvoJ^^^^^' 
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to obtain his End : And if it be 
in Temporals, it muft needs, I thovj 
be as true in Spirituals. -The w^ 
prove a fincere Defire after God, A 
inquire if it be accompany'd with t 
ufe of thofe Means which God ha 
appointed, in order to our attainii 
the Knowledge of himfelf. I then c 
amin'd my felf, whether I found it tli 
with me ; and I could then fay, tl: 

^ my Defires were fincerely after Gi 
and for himfelf: For I had endeavoui 
to be found in the ufe of Means, fo ] 
as capable at that time. I came tl 
to fee my felf of that Number that s 
here pointed at, by thefe Expreflic 
of the bruifed Reed and fmoaking Fla 
I Sid then, in the next place, confid 
what was promis'd in this Scripture 
fuch weak Chriftians, and I underftai 
it to be a Promife of growth in Grai 
O the Loving-kindnefs and Good-w 
of God to poor Sinners ! I cannot I 
t/je way but adtnlve^ tVi^t V\^ \\va.t ^t 

niifcs GracCy Ihould tsv^lWc ^>^Ocs. ^ ^ 
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e to Grace ; indeed it is a Promifc 
lis own Work, It is faid, The biui^ 
Reed and fmoaking Flax Jball not be 
\en or c^uench'^d^ hut itfljdl bring forth 
{gment unto Victory. Thus God fhows 
. particular Care he takes of fuch, 
re then I was made to fee a Promifc 
increafe of Grace, that fo by virtue 
what I (hould receive from God, I 
uld in due time obtain the Viftory 
^r Sin and Satan, and Death and Hell. . 
d according to the Faith the Lord 
;e me in this Promife, I have (incc 
bme good meafure experienced^ blef- 
be his Name, the Truth of it. 
\fter this God led me to another 
)rd, where, he promifes to give a 
V Heart, Ezek. j6. 26. I then thought. 
:h my felf, tliat this Promife is free, 
[ full, and poGtive, without Condi- 
1 : But to whom is this made ? I 
ievM it mufl: belong to fuch as faw 
ir need of a new Heart, and that it 
> not enough for irve to ^21^ \w •a-'?^^ 
il way^ I had ah^idW^^x^i'^"^'^^ 
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was fit I fliould inquire, whereifv 
Hardnefs of the Heart does cot\ 
Without this I thought I (houlc\ 
come aright to God for the fulfilliir^ 
this Promife. In order therefore to tfi 
I thought I fliould inquire what Sin i 
this I thought I might fee in the Sx 
feringsof Chrift, and how dear it a 
our Saviour. I cx)nfiderM further of t 
Love of God in giving of Chrift, t 
Love of Chrift in his Undertakings ; 
confider'd who it was that fufter'd, i 
whom^ and from whom he fuffer'dj ac 
the degrees of his Sufferings, I thougl 
of thefe things more particularly tb 
lean now leave them in Writing, 
refleftcd with my felf again, that if 
could think of Sin, and not be afHi6te( 
if I could think of fuch Love and Mc 
cy, and not be affefted ; then I migl 
cry out, an hard Heart indeed, a blir 
Mind, and a Oeepy Confcience indecc 
Then I thought, what Reafon had fu( 
a one as I to plead hard with God i 
joidAe that great wvA gc^doxx^ ^t^xsi 
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'iny felf, how could itht that I fhou/tf 
faU in another, and one that- was lb ma^ 
ny hundred Years before me ? But the 
Lord gave me to confider what was the 
iirft Sin which causM the Fall, and by 
^he ScripturesIunderftoodittobeBride 
.and Unbelief. It was Pridey in that A^ 
^am aimM to bciis God, knowing Good 
and Evil ; and .Unbelief appear^), is 
chat he hearkcnM unto Satan, and dif- 
sobey'd God. I then inquired if any 'of 
tli^fe Sinsdwelt in me; and dpona ftriS 
vfearch I found they dwelt in«iy Nature; 
which I thought was fufficient to con- 
vince me that I fell in Mdm^ fince the 
iirft Sin that came into the Wodd was 
ibund in my Nature. Next 1 exam i n'd 
my Faith about Ghildren, whether Ibe- 
lievM that every Child was born in Sin, 
and that there was Sin enough in every 
Child to condemn and deftfoy k for e- 
ver, tinlefs God interpos'd witfc hisinfi- 
:0ira JVlercy, .andiMieritsof Jeftts Ghrift. 
jf/aifndupoR^ thislnquk^ a %^n»x.(^^A^ 
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cceded many carnal Reafonings : Ai 
how could it be tliar a Child who coulc 
not think or aft, Ihou'd have fo muct 
Sin ? Btit the Lord anfwerM me fronr 
his Word, in that Text of Scriptur< 
which was then brought to my Mind 

Job. 14.4, IVho CM bring a clean tbin^ 
out of €» untiean ? Not one. How car 
one that is a Sinner bring forth one thai 
hay no Sin ? That Scripture was alfc 
brought to my remembrance j P/i/.^i.j 

BehMJ n^as {bdfen^n Iniquity ^ and inSii 
did ntj MoihtT conceive me. By thefe ] 
was convincM of Original Sin, and wa 
made to fee that from thence all aftua 
Sins did flow. Whereupon I plcadcc 
with the Lord that he would chang( 
my Heart, and renew my Nature, an( 
bring me favingly to himfelf. 

Upon this God gave in that Scriptun 
tome, Mat. I. 21. Thou (halt call hi 
Name Jefus^ for he /hall fave his Peopl 

from their Sins. I then ic\Q\j3k\^'d 'v^VsR.^.V^t; 
I was wUUhgto pattw\x.VvvK^^vKt.^'^ 

J/n/g/it i)e lav?d mt\\^ v/ vj ^S.\\\^ 
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appointment. I could then fay, I deljr 
to be enabled to part with all my Sin 
and confented to part with them that ^ 
might be fav'd. I then inquired how ^ 
Soul might know he had Chrift ; l^r^^ 
upon that Scriptufc was brought me, j^ 
Any Man be in Chrifi he is a new Credttire\ 
eld things are pafi arvdjj behold all things 
sre become nen^y 2 Cor. 5, 17. I reflcQwl 
witli my felf, that fuch a Soul has new 
Affeftisns, new Dcfires, new Ends, and 
inew Aims ; that it will cImHc new Conb 
pany, and delight to converfe with fuch 
as fear God. 1 then ask'd my felf, whe- 
ther this was my Experience ; to which 
my Heart reply 'd, that bleffed be God 
thro' his rich Grace, I did thus experi'^ 
encc it. 

After this I began to be thoughtful 
about the Ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per, believing it my Duty to attend it; 
but was very fearful abo.ut it, by reafon 
of my want'of a right Underftanding of 
r/je Nature of k. Wh\\&l\\2LSiV\\i&feV \ 
Vc/tous in my Mind, GoA footei«'^^\V 
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that I heard many Sermons preach 
bout it. In thofe Sermons the Min 
prefs^d fuch as hftd any Knowledge 
Work of Grace on the Heart to at 
that Ordinance in order to growtl 
Grace. He fpoke much of the wei{ 
ncfs of it, ana how much it was the 
ty of all that bad true Grace, tho' 
fmall degree, to attend upon it. He 
iiver'dalfo the Marks of Grace, and ] 
a Perfon might know when he was 
verted : And as I heard this, I coulc 
my Seal to it, that I had the Marb 
mentionM. He likewife fhewM th< 
of living in the Neglefl; of this, or 
other Ordinance of God. This begs 
me great Thought/ ulnefs about con 
to it, defiring Direction from God 
I might come, aright. I had hearc 
Expreffion from Mr. Tomlins the JM 
fter, whofe Labours I then attended 
on to this purpofe : ** We Men- An 
" (mea^ning Minifters) may g^ather i 
^* into th6 vifibl© CVvwt^^ vaVxO 
^ Spirit-Angel anotVv^t Avj ^^"J 
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" out :" Which made me the mor^ 
earnell: with God, that I might b^ 
brought in of him, and fo.might not b^ 
can out another day. I alfo defir'd (kf 
God, that if I might come to that Ordi* 
nance, he would incline fome that had 
been at it to fpeak to me, and inform me 
about it. Some time after this God in* 
clinM thje.Oificersof the Church to vi^ 
lit me where I livM. They askM me 
what Experience I had had of the Deal- 
ings of God : I was enablM to give them 
fome account. Whereupon they told 
me, that what I faid I had found was of 
God, and the Work of the Spirit. They 
ipoke tome concerning the Ordinance 
of the Supper, how much it was my 
Duty to attend it, and what Benefit! 
might receive from it : They tokJ me I 
Ihould (In, if I liyM any longer in the 
Negleft of it. They then carneftly 
prefsM me to go to the Minifter, and 
fpeak with him about it^ and told me 
tAey would not leave ni^ xiVVl ij^^otnis'd 
t would, which accQr Ava^>j ^wici ^SxKt\ 
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1. When I went to fpeak with him, 
defirM an Account of my Experi* 
:e^ which in fome meafure I gave 
n. He told me, the Account I had 
en, was the Work of the Spirit ; that 
perceiv'd, I had been particularly 
1 vincM of the Sin of Unbelief; which 
m Scripture mentionM as the Spirit's 
)rk only. He then told me it was my 
Jty to attend the Lord's Supper, and 
brmM me about the Nature of it, and 
lat was to be underftood by it ; and 
)n after this he mentioned me to the 
opje^ ioooder to the being received 
^pextpppiortuoity. I went trembling 
it, fearing I did not underftand my 
Jty as I ought ; but God was pleas'd 
K:ioufly tameetme thereat that time, 
ch^ bleiTed be his Name, was the Dif** 
ir^ry: he-made ofhimfelf to me, as 
sw forth my He^rt to him. I then 
Dught there was nothing that was 
ar, or near to me in the World, but I 
uldpaFt wi^h it if God \:^q^v?^\v 
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Soon after this God exercised ; 
a TryaL I had then but one Siftc 
in the World, having loft two 
ihe was marry'd about fifteen Mi 
me. The Difcovery the Lord \ 
me at the Sacrament was on the ! 
Day ; and the next day in the M 
received a Letter that my Sifter 
ken 111. She defirM to fee me, i 
ble. I being then engagM in I 
could not go prefently ; but on W 
there came a Man' and Horfc" 
and told me, if I would fee her 
muft come away ftrait. Ipre^ 
fleded on what I had faid to Gc 
there was nothing near and deat 
but I could part with it, if he t 
it ; and now I thought he was a 
try me,and I prefently believe h< 
remove this Sifter. I defied of h 
he would be with me, and giv 
ready Submiffion to his Will,tha 
I might know I lovM him indee 
I was on tbe Journey, Imcdlta 
%f ji^ra/jam : He had but oia^^ 
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at Son was the Son of the Promife ; 
t God no {boner commanded Jhrabam 
offer him up, than he obey'd. I 
ought, fure jlraham^s Son mull needs 
\ as dear to him, as my Sifter was to 
e. .Again, I confiderM that Jtrafwfi 
as but a Man, of the fame Lump by 
ature as my felf, and I believ'd God 
be the fame in thefe days as in Jhra- 
m^s ; therefore I thought that God 
at gave t^ Abraham fuch a degree of 
i^jk^^v^s abie to ^ive^me Grace, and 
fng me^ to a full Submiflion to liis 
^ijL This encouraged me to plead with 
m for it J that fo 1 might glorify God. 
hefe Tiioughts I had in my Journey, 
going to fee my Sifter. 
So foon as I came to her, flie told me 
e had not long to ftay with me. It 
as on fi^edmfdaj Night I came to her ; 
e Thurfddy flie feeni'd fome'thing bet- 
r ; the Friday Morning early flie told 
e it was the laft day (he w€LStol)e.wlth. 
e, and anon (he IhovxY^L V^^ ^x.x^^\ 
e toAi me flic wqu\^ wic \saN^^ 
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troubled, nor defire Life for her 
muft tarry with me no longer t 
Day. And here I could not but 
how God would not permit m' 
fire what was contrary to his W 
mod I could beg df God that d 
that he would fit her for his A^ 
bring me to it. About an Houi 
before (lie dy'd^ fhe told me 
mutt parr, but (he would not 
troubled, for we fhoirldmeeti 
in a better Pl-ice, where we fli 
ver part. She was remov'd ab 
Clock that Evening ; fo that I v 
cis'd with this Tryal in lefs 
Week's time after God's Difc 
himfelfto me at the Lcrd's T 
was at that time, thro' Mercy, 
in fome meafure to a Submiffiion 
Will. 

^ After this I. had the Though 

Sifter often uppermoft in m;^ 

wlien I awak'd, fo that I q 

w/tAmyfcIf^ whether WMtv^ 

rc^/Jy fabmimd tot\\e >«\\V^ 



rtig Sifter, or a dying Saviour : If I 
'dChrift beft, how is it thus with 
? Hereupon I defirM of God, that if 
ad indeed fubtnicted to his Svill, he 
>u]dletine know it; thathe would dt- 
t my Thoughts from the Words of a 
ing Sifter to the Words erf" a dying Sa- 
mr J and the Lord anfwer'd my Re- 
eft, bleiTed be fais Mame. I then 
p'd that God had a Love for me, and 
it I lov*dh«ii. I walk*d ia the Com- 
t of this Hope for fotitc time, till that 
Fipture was darted into my Mind, 
It liie Hope of the Hypocrite fliould 
rilh : This fticw'd me that a Perfon 
ght have afelfe Hope. Ithen defir'd 
God that he would let me know what 
roe Hope was ; for that; was it I was 
ning after. Then-came iii that Word, 
il. >.27. Chrifi iayouthe Ho^erfGlO' 
I refle^d, what, a wonderfuf Mer- 
■«.;was, thbrewaifuch a^o>a4»».<vaK>. 
a C&r^iao's Hope. VtomVvwsKR.^ 
pe was at that time ftt6t\^x!c«xJ ^- /*■ 
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then inquirM of my fcif, whc 
was the Foundation of my Ho] 
ther I belie v'd in the Mercies 
upon the folc account of Chr 
rits. I was made to fee there < 
deed be no other Foundation c 
for there was no defert in my 
cept it were that of Hell and 
which Chrift came to fave me 
i After this another Scripture 

prefsM upon my Mind, whicl 
lead me to the Duty of Holy Mc 
They were thofe Words in / 

He delighteth ip the Lam of the 1 
in his Law doth he fneditate day a 

Hereupon I concluded that real 
ans would be.found in the Dut; 
ditation. Upon this I refolv'd 
cife my felf in this Duty (bu 
time I was not fenfible of the c 
of it) I rctirM to a Room for i 
pofe, ^nd when I came there 
my Thoughts mucli confusM s 
^^wg (I may fay fronv ow^ cc 
Eartli ta tii€ ottierJ) 1 xSaav^ 
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h my fclf, I came here to think of 
things of God^ and not to have my 
oughts ramble. I refle^d again^ 
t ifl would watch my Thoughts one 
irter of an Hour, I might obfer ve & 
Itkudeof Thoughts, but find it hard 
iave one fcrious Thought, of God^or 
him. So that I thought I had rea- 
. to ftand and wonder, that God did 
: cut me ofi^ and caft me among the 
mned. But whilft t was thus think- 
;, my Thoughts were ftill rambling ; 
Lhat I was coiivincPd I had not power 
sra Thought, and that mv Strength 
s but Weaknefs, my Wifdom-FoTly, 
i my Light but DarKnefs. However 
ill refoivM I would be found in this 
ity before I went away, tho' it were 
;r fo hard and difficult ; but alas ! I 
5 conviocM I couM do nothingi but 
ift kx)k to God for all. 
Under the Sienfe of diis I went to 
d^ defirin^ thathetWoukl dkeSttsi^ 

>ly*d my feli to him^ Va Ni»^^^«^ 
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igraciaufly to meet me; tho'I rotift fay 
«o my Humiliation, I did not come t«j 
him aright, till I A^'as coovinc'd L coul^/ 
do nothing without him. The Lord 
4:hen directed my Thoughts ; and in mv 
Meditations, that which f was led firu 
•to thinktipofl, was my Creation, Prefer- 
,^ation, and my being provided for. 

Firft, I confiderM I was created ; but: 
by whom ? By that God who has no 
Beginning, and will have no End. Be 
that created, preferves and gives beki^ 
to all things, is thj^ God tfaatcceatted tne. 
I confider'd foe whw Eqdl was Cheated, 
and how I cnuft aofwer the End of my 
Creation.. ThatScripturecametn, /ir«. 
4. 1 1. For thj fleifiire thej are dmltpere 
created. Now ^hjfr^eftOiillCjOfGod is<l^ 
Glory. I;inqijir'4^b* it i» to glorify^ 
God : I^n. t|)at iWerdI' dccttrMto me^ 

PfaL 50. 2 J. i/^ tbatofferefh Tf4ifiygi4f. 

ri^etb me j Mi: tQ him that i^dereth his 

KW^^rfatiamarigktrmil Iflffm^ theSahio^^ 

f^aMfJfGci^ I Q$aa\*«fd Ntfaetfaer I hdd 
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oflfer the Prtifc that is due to his Name ; 
^' herein I had, I faw rcafon to be thank- 
ful ; and wherein I came fhort, I faw 
reafon to be humble. 1 bcgM of God 
thathe would give me fuch a mcafureoi 
Grace, as-might fielp me to glorify him, 
and anfwer the End of my Creation- 
Next I confider'd, that I wa^ not only 
created, hut prefer v'd, and that by the 
fame God who gave me Being. Here 1 
confiderM what I had been preferv'id 
from, and what 1 was prefervM for : 
Here I meditated upon Temporal anci 
Spiritual Prcfervation. I thought o] 
Temix)ra] Prefervations, Some I liad 
heard of, who met with fad Accidents 
who wlien going abroad, were broughi 
home again witn their Bones lTroken,d^f 
God had prefcrvM me from thefe Acci 
dents, and many other Dangers tc 
which I was liable:. BUMhis I lookV 
upon as the leaft part of my Preferva 
lion, when I confiderM tha^t Sc\:l^tare 

Tour Mvtrfiiry tire Dea;il wdLlV^'\^^ ^^ 
M arv4r//^Lionyftekifi^voh<^rn\^^ wo 

Ik a 
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wii^r, I Pet. 5. 8; I reflpftcdrupon th 
greatnefs of the Mercy> in being kep 
from this roaring Lion. Next I conC ^^ 
der'd what I was prcferv'd for ; then cbst ^ 
Scripture came to my JSAinA^fk vfdips f^^ 
le Gra$ious^l{sL.^o. i^and Pial. i^p. i^ 
There is forgivenefi tPtth bim ihst be m^ 
befeaf^d. This I thought wonderful in- 
deed, to be prcfervM not only from a^ 
Evil, but kept for a Good. Oh I The 
wonderful Condefcenfion of God, that 
he Ihould wait to be gracious to Sinners I 
He waits to give Grace, to make the 
Soul gracious^ and thus to prepare it for 
Glory. 

Again I confidec'd, that I was not on- 
ly prefer v^d, but I was provided for,and 
ftill by the fame God. I reflefted with 
my felf, that if I. had not what manj 
had in the World, yet I might izy I had 
what many wanted. I tho^h|: it was 
wonderful Love tl)^t God Ihould give 
me Bread to eat, Rairtient to wear, Life 
ft7y/V^^orAir to breathe lt\. TUuslwas 
hd jn my Meditatk>si& nt i\»& x^ax^v "^^ 
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at laft it wasalmoft as difficult where to 
leave, as it was at^ firft where to begin. 
I may fay thro' Grace, I had then the- 
fpecial iPrcfenceof God with me. I went 
on from day to day for a confiderable 
time, meditating^n the fame things. 

Still I had a defire of getting forward ■» 
in the Knowledgeof Chrift,that I might: 
know the right way to Glory. After 
this, there were many Scriptures given: 
into me ; fuch as, Jtr. 23. 6. He^ is the- 
Lord our Right eoufneff. In the Lord there 
is Righteoujnefs And Strength ; fitrelyfljAll ■ 
one JAj^ In the Lord I have Righteoufhefi 
And Strength.. The Confideration of 
thefe Scriptures convinced me where • 
Righteouinefs and Strength was to be 
had, and convinced me ic was poffible 
for a Perfon toknow Chrift to be his 
Righteoufnefs and his Strength ; which 
gave me encouragement to plead for this 
Righteoufnefs and Strength, and alfo 
Por the^ Know ledge of it* 

I had it often upoa mAViCiN^'^^ 
kr a Soul might go ano^^oxX^ ^ Oxvc- 
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ftiaoy agreeable to that Scripnu:e, i C0r. 
12.2,3. where it is faid, Tbo^ lUfi^^ 
all my Goods ta^feed the Ffior^ Md tM I 
give my Body' to be burned j and tho^ I bMf. 
dU Fdithjb thdt I could remove Mount aimy 
9^%. And all this while, if 1 have iiot, 
Charity, lam butasfouodingBrafs^and 
a tinkling CiinbaL Fropi whence we 
may fee, a Peribn may go a great way in 
external Duties, and yet all thofe Duties 
be rejcded, and the Perfon have no Ac- 
ceptation with God, for want of a true 
Principle of Love to him. A fincere 
Soul who cannot perform the external 
Duties that have been mentioned, if his 
Heart be right with God, tho' he can 
only figh out a Prayer, or chatter like a 
Crane, and is very broken in his Laa*. 
;uage to God *, yet I fay, if this be done 
from a principle of Love to God, and aa 
aim at his Glory, he fhall be accepted | 
with God thro' Chrift. Oft times a Hy* * 
pocrite that has no Grace may outfhine 
the fwcorc Chriftian, in appearance to ^ 

Men. Many wifs o£ Hwi^tix\vt^ W 
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at\ negle£b of their Duty, and Living 
d Dying in their Sins, Others that 
E found )a the external Pcformance of 
:ir Duty, and in this refpeQ go be- 
nd many others, do alfo mifs of Hea- 
n, by pladng thofe Ferformances In 
e room of Ch^'ift, Many go to Hea- 
n's Gate with Works in their Hand, 
t do not enter for want of Grace in 
e Heart. Many will fay in the laft 
ay, Lord, Lord, open to us, but be 
fappointed. How Ihould every Soul 
g tbey may be fet right for Heaven ! 
> to moral Honefty, and external Du- 
;s, there is no being a Chriflian with- 
t them f but it is pofiible to have 
efe, and y et be no true Chriftian, for 
ant of a right Principle and End ia 
bat we do. Alincere Soul is willing 
be found in every Duty God requires 
him ; but when he has done all, he is 
ady to rcncunce it in point of Juftifi- 
tioa,^s having done nothing, and to 
pend onlylupon thc^'t^Q(\is&«»K.'^ 
Chrid for nis acct'pxa.aK* viv^*^^ 
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The gracious Htart is .convinced' 
IS much Sin cleaving to the bed c 
Ptrformances. And if in every ] 
there is Sin which needs a Pardon, 
impoffibic that by any Duty or Pe 
mance we fhould merit a Pardon. 
h what God has convinced me of, 
fo I might be led to Chrift : Blefle 
his Name for fuch teachings I The ] 
grant thefe things may be made te 
ings to others, that fo God may hav< 
Glory of his own Grace, and I ; 
have Comfort in his wai^r. 
. I had fome Meditations alfo i 

r 

fome Pietitions in the Lord's Prayer 
fball give fome account of the firft : 
inquiry was, How a Soul might call ( 
Father, who could not fee a pcci 
iHtereft in him as a' Father ? To t\ 
reply^d, that God is the Father of 
Living. He is our Father by Creai 
and Prefervation, where he is not 
Regeneration arid Adoption ; fe> th; 
was convinced it was tha Duty of 
to own him ; and \ipoatVu§^ xV^ix.^ 
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iccurM to my Mind, If I mi a Fsiherj 
^here is my Honour ? If d Mdflerj when is 
ny fear ? Mai. 1.6. I then beHcv'd it 
ny Duty to honour God as a Father. I 
hen ioamr'd when a Soul might be 
aid to honour God as a Father. I 
bought the Soul that honourM bim> 
:oula truft in him. I refle£led how a 
ph'ild could truft its natural Parent. If 
he Father lead his little Child abroad 
n the Hand, and one feeming an Ene- 
ny flinll come, and threaten to uke a« 
vay the ClVild fiom its Father ; the 
Zhild has (uch Confidence of its Fa« 
Jier's Love and Care while in his Hand, 
^atit is notafraid ofhim that threatens 
» take it away. Thus (liould the Soul 
Xlieve itfeif to be in the Hand of its 
Heavenly Father, and this {hould free 
jtfrom diftruftful fear of its Enemies, 
.t is our Duty to truft God at all times, 
nd for all things ; as his Servant did of 
1 Jd, who faid, Af what fimehewasafraidj 
€ i»0s,U $rufi in Qod.^ T?U\. s^^. 7,.^^ 
i^c commanded to iiuiV 'vt\ \\\^ V^^^^ 
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ever, for in the Lc^r^ Jehovah is ^ ^^ 
trg Strer^gtk. Thus I thought I ^'b 
ftruftcd how to honour God as a 
ther. I then dcfirM he would ftreit 
en my Faith in him/ that I might fc 
naUect thiis to truflf in him, and hdi 
him as i Father. I thought alfo^ 
my felf, if IbelongM to God, the w 
Trinity, feather, Son and Spirit, \ 
concernM about my Sal vii tion. 

Further, I defirM of God I m 
know hotv a Soul is brought favingi 
Chrift. Upon this there were two! 
ptures veiy powerfully impreflTcd i 
me, John6.J^i^. None cant omiunt 
Son except the Fdther drdw him : 
Chrift fays, Jsmanj as the Father 
given me^ (ball come to we ; and he 
Cometh to me^ I will in no wife cafi ou 
yi. From hence I was convinced 
w« are made Chrift'^s by God's G 
us io him, as well as Chrift^s pure 
Ireflefted how the Father may be 
ce/>y to bring the So\A xo CW\^ 
coniSder^dy it wasth^£v\&S^vCve^ 
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convince of Sin, and Ihew the Soul 
loft undone State, by Nature and 
a^lice, and thus to (hew the Soul its 
edof Chrift. The Spirit thatcoovio- 
s the Soul of its Mifery, leads alfo to 
e Reoiedy, I fee the Soul muft be 
oughttoQiriflasa guilty filthy. Crea^ 
re, a loft undone Sinner ; as one that 
s oodiing, and can do nothine ; as one 
at 16 altogether helplcfs, ana worth* 
Sj as.tbe poor Leprous Creature ; as 
le that has nothing to fatisfy for the 
ift Sin^ and that is unworthy of the 
ift Favour. Thus muft we come by 
Lith to th^ Bkwd of Sff inklings to^that 
ood which ^^^i ietttr things thanfke 
oad of Abel. It is faid, the Blood of 
riJtckMf^ikfitDs^ Mil Sin :.0h ! BlelTed. 
rGod:£DrJe£bs Cbrift 1 -That a poor 
iner oiaj^have fuch a Friend to come 
iiuch^ Friend to be found in, and to 
me to QcA by. It may well be oalPd 
f4}UMt4m::Spin for Si» MUtfor. VmcUm^^ 
5, for Judah' and JeYV&k«v to .^fll^a ^^^^ 
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plead hard that the Lord would 
him to this Foantaia ; what a fi 
Remedy is here provided for oui 
fery \ Let all be earneft with God 
they may not be Strangers to thit 
medy. Oh! Wonderful condefcei 
Love ! That God Ihouldcome from 
ven to Earthi to fetch us from Eai 
Heaven! It may wellbefaid, gr 
the Myftery of Godlinefs, God mi 
m the Fle/b^jM/dM $he Spirifj J 
jingelsy frejich^d unto the Gentile 
tieved on in the fVorUy received m^ 
Gloryj I Tim. }. 16. Wonderful in< 
To think that God fhould aflum 
man Nature, to make us Partak 
his Divine Nature I He took our 
ture, that be might fiiSer in our \ 
anddieinourroom, thathemigl: 
ftore us unto the favour of God a 
He wore a Crown of Thorns, tc 
end that every one that believeth 
wear a Crown of Glory. He was 
nur^d by our Sins, that we migli 
oeautify^d with his Xiiact* W^^ 
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Df the bitter Cup our Sins had mingled, 
that he might deal forth a Cup of Sal- 
vation to all them that believe. How 
fliould our Eye be dircfted to this Jefus, 
God in our Nature, the Author and Fi- 
niflier of our Faith ? What a Mercy is 
it ! How fhould W€ prize it 1 That our 
Lot is caft in Gofpel-Days, that we live 
under the Sun-fliine of it ? I defire foe 
ever to admire free Grace, and the di* 
ftinguifhing Love of God in thefe Mer- 
cies. I have often thought, that my Lot 
might have been caft among the Hea- 
then in the dark Corners of the Earth, 
where I might only have known Mife- 
ry, but never have heard of the Reme- 
dy. But this I have to blefs God for, 
tnat he has not only ftiewn me my Mi- 
fcry, but led me to the Remedy. I blefs 
him that it was in his Heart to enter 
into a new Covenant^ and to find out 
fuch a way, whereby his own Jufticc 
might be iatisfy'd, and his ' Wcatb %.^ 
peasy, and I faved m 2t tv^^wis.nrss\ 
I bids God for this Si\N wxov\. V^ «^^ 

G 
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M^ell be faid, HwjbM we efcape ifrve neg^ 
ieH fo great Salvation as is offer d to us //^ 
[Jefus Chrifi ? Heb.2. j- 

Some Scriptures were powerfully im^ 
f>refsM upon my Mind ; as, Fear not lit^ 
tie Flocky it is your Fathet^s good Pleafure 
to give you alQngdom^ Luke 12.^2, fo 
that Rom. 9. 27. Tho^ the Seed of Ifrad ; 
^ife as the Sand of the Sea^ yet a Renmattt \ 
fhall be favedy Mat. 19* Jo* Many are \ 
' ^alfdy but few are chofen ; fo Mat. 7. 1 5. 
Broad is the way^ and wide is the Gate that 
leads to DefiruSiion^ and many there be that 
I go in thereat ; but narrow is the Way^ and 
I Jlrait is the Gate that leads to Life^ and 
few there be that find it. By all thofe I 
underftood that Chrift's Flock was but 
E little Flock^ that there are but few 
\ faved, and many deftroy'd. J then pon« 
\ tierM in my thoughts, why fo many 
: were damned, and fo few (av'd. I 
I tjiought fo long) till it begat in me fome 
I liarcl thoughts of God, for which I have 
res/ba to b^ humbkd *, but tlic Ijord 
"f^as pleased srsuuoxiIlY xa las^x* Ss^^e 
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with me, and to fct my thoughts right 
in this matter ; Bleffed be bis Name ir 
condefcending to give me an account 0; 
4iis Proceeding. For that Scripture w?: 
powerfully given in to mc, where it ii 
laid, Curled is evtrj one that continueti 
not in All things that are rvritten in thi 
Book of the Law to do them^ Gal. j. 10 
I thcii^tboughrthere was none that wai 
able to continue in any one of them 
arid much lefs in all. Then I was coa 
vincM that every Soul was naturallj 
under the Curfc. I therefore no longei 
pondered why fo many were damned 
but rather wonderM that any were fa 
ved. Then another Scripture wai 
brought to me, which fhewM me ho^f^ 
tliey were faved that were redeem'c 
from the Curfe, 2 Con 5. 21. He thai 
knew no Sin^ was fhade Sin and a Curfe fo\ 
wSj that we might he made the Rhhteouf 
nefs ofGodinhim.'M^tttv indeed of Ad- 
miration and Aftonvftvt^^tvx. \ \!^^ V^i 
that had and could \\av^v\c^Sv>> ^^ 
be made .Sin, for us •, tVv^x. ^ ^ 'i^^^ 
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and could have no Righteoufnefs, mi 
be made Righteous thro' him. Ind 
a wonderful Exchange 1 That our 1 
Ihould thus betransferM upon him, 1 
his Righteoufnefs might becotne 01 
That he fhould bear the PuniQiteer 
Sin for us, that we might be redee 
from Hell and Wraths and not onl 
but brought into the Favour too of 
bleffed God. 

After this I had this thought v 
much imprefsM upon my Mind, 
Chriil would be a whole Saviour 
Saviour ; he mud be all in all, or 
be nothing at all to any faving pur 
to the Soul. This followM me from 
to day, being uppermoft in my thou[ 
So that I then thought it was requil 
ftould inquire whether Chrlll 
mine, biit how (hould I do to kn 
Why, I confider'd, that I muft c 
Chrift in all his OlBceS) a whole CI 
with a whole Heart ; but how fho 
Jcnowl did dm ? I thea ttft^(i^d 
m/ /cZJ that I ought to Vuqjivt^ 
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was coBniaed in each Oifke of Clirift 
and then examine my felffoy it, and fc 
I might come to a rerotution of this IR' 
quiry. I then inquirM what was con< 
tain'd in the Office of Chrift as a Pro- 
phet. The Office of a I^ophet is to 
teach and inflruft a People. Then ] 
examin'd my Iclf, whetherl was willioa 
to have Chrift my Prophet to teach and 
inftruf^ me ? I thoichc I was willing, 
but how (hall I truly Know I anr willing 
to learn of Chrift, till 1 know what 1 
muft learn? Then I ask'd of the Lord 
what I muft learn, and that Word came 
into ttiy Mind, Le4r» ofme^for J am meek 
and hvly of Heart \ take ay Take uporiyouj 
/or mj Take is eafj, ani my Btirtiea is light. 
Nextl meditated what it was to hav« 
Chrift in his Prieftly Office. The Office 
of a Pricft is to offer up Sacrifice to God 
for a People. Then I examined my fel^ 
whether I believ'd that Chrift had of- 
fer'd up himfelf a Sacrifice to God for 
me, whether IbeVicv'&i\\'».^':ANia-^'w> 
cgwed Cijrift's Obe^vcasfc V» -^ J*^ 
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bedience ; whether I believ'd 

hadfulfilM the Law, for my b 

of the Law ? Whilft I examined rr 

in this matter, I may fay th 

Grace, God enabled me to belie 

that whilft I was mufing the Fire 

and whilft I ask'd,Godanfwcr' 

Next I inquirM what- was c 

in the Kingly Office of Chrifi 

Office of a King is to rule a Feb 

to fobdue Enemies. I then inq 

my felf, whether I was willing 

Chriftasa King to rule me» am 

due Sin and Iniquity for me, anc 

\edi me tohimfelf? I inquir'd ^ 

I was as willing to be holy as h: 

be fan&ify'd as juftify'd, tolivi 

whilelliv'd,asl iliould be to I 

' God when I died ? Upon this i 

. found my Heart knit to God, : 

r I could clofe with Chrift in al 

I fices upon his own Terms. B" 

God for his rich Grace to me in 

I JJiv'din theComfortofthis fo 

^ satflmnyaow fay,XDaa\\ 4o ^Q 
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Soon after this God exercisM me with 
iTrial,in withdrawing himfelffrom me 
For a time ; this the Lord did, I hope, 
for tlie Trial of my Grace, and at the 
fame time he ftrengthen'd it. He did 
not need to try me for his own Know- 
ledge, for \^ knew well wliat he had gi- 
ven me ; but bleflcd be his Name, that 
I might know it my felf. Upon his firft 
withdrawing from me, I had that Word 
given in to me, and was enabled to be- 
lieve in it. In a little Wrath 1 hid my Face 
from thee for a moment ^ bta mtheverlajl* 
iffg Meny mil he gather thecy and have 
Mercy on thee^ Ifa. 54. jy 8. I then be- 
lieved that God might hide his Face in 
Love, that it fliould be but as for a Mo- 
ment, and that he would return, and 
have Mercy upon me. But till he did 
:%turn, I had no reft ; I was grievM 
Tom day to day at the thoughts that I 
3x)uld grieve God, and provoke him 
hus to withdraw"from me 5 1 reflefted 
ipon the Experience aud ^tvY^^tc^R»^^^J^ 
bad of Cod ia Days ]jaft^ «ctA^^x>J 
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lad not provok'd, he would not h 
rt me. 1 was hardly fit, at that tii 
> be feen in Company, b rcafor 
rcat Sorrow. The Affliftion I h 
>roceeded from Love to God ; I y 
hen made to know I lov'd him. Wa 
ing often in the Garden for Meditati 
and taking a^ view of the Works of G 
at a time when the Trees where wh 
for Fruit, I thought whatever I lool 
upon of the Creation, it anfwerM 
End, and fo all obeyM God. I cor 
der'd, God no fooner commanded 
Heavens to give down Rain than t 
obey'd, and the Earth to bring f 
Fruit, than it obeyM ; and thoug 
fball I be worfe than the reft of i 
Creation ? Oh I If I had not difo 
God, fure he would not thus have 
drawn from me ; and if God woi 
ver manifeft himfelf more to 
thought he would be juft ; bu' 
was not able to bear. I remainV 
this Trouble and T\io\\^\\xMx\^ 
boat the Ipacc of a Mo«lVv ^ ^v 
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on of it, wasbroHght under great bodU 
y Weaknefs. I continued three Weeks 
>efore the Minifter I bctongM to had 
in account of it ; when he heard it, he 
<)on came to me. I fignify'd to him how 
t was with mc^ I alfo defir'd him to be 
»irneft with God for me, that I might a- 
gain enjoy him ; I toM him I was not 
ible to ftay any longer without him. 
He then laid to me, Blefled be God for 
liis Sicknefs ; I might furely fay with 
lie Spoufe in the CanticUsy Stay mz with 
flagons y Comfort me mth J^plesy for I am 
mk of Love^ Cant. 2, 5. He faid, this 
was Love-ficknefs indeed. He told me 
at the fame God who had made me 
Ick of Love to himfeU^ would furely 
Sbake me well by giving himfelf to me. 
t found great relief in my Spirit, and 
e difcovery of God, at the fame time 
is Servant was thus fpeaking to mc 
The Minifter was carried forth, while 
Reeking God forthcdifcoveringof him* 
felf to me as my GoA.. ^ww^ ve^*^ ^'^^'^ 
toe after tliis. God Vi^s %^^sLv^^ 
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pleafed to fbinc in upon nic, a 
give me the Comforts of his Holy I 
Oh 1 For ever BlefTed be his Nan 
that rich Grace and Mercy in C 
u^hich hath, and doth ftill appear t 
The way that the Lord difcover^d 
felf to me was gradually ; when^ " 
not give fo particular account ol 
Words. It is better felt than expr 
it is now eleven Years fince I ha 
manifeftation of the Love of Go( 
ever fince, I have been enabled tc 
in the fenfeof the Love of God.. 
thro' rich Grace now fay, as Peti 
Lord thou knowefi dU things^ thou k 
that I lave thee. Hove God b^icaufe ) 
loved fne ) and may I love him a] 
to the Praife of the Glory of his ( 
and in ordec hereunto, may I b 
watchful, humble, and thankf 
may now truly fay, That he has 
me^ Md given mm/elf for me. I ha 
fon to admire the Riches of h; 
Grace, and diftingmftuu^ \>w^ 
^er he fboaid chufe ^uc\\ ^ o 
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It he Ihould adopt me to be one of 
i Family. He has diofen me for him- 
f, that 1 might Ihew forth his Praife. 
an now fay, I experience much of 
>d in his O^inances, in hearing the 
)fpel preach'd, and the Word rcad^ 
Meditation, Prayer, and in an efpe- 
1 manner in the Sacrament of the 
)rd's Supper ; there I have been di- 
^ed and affiled to go from the Signs 
the Thing fignifyM. When I fee the 
ead broken, I believe the Body of 
irift wasl)roken forme ; when 1 fee 
z Biead^IdeHre, as the Bread becomes 
e with my natural Body, fo I may be 
ought' into a nearer Union with 
arilh When I take the Cup in remem^ 
ance of his fhedding his Blood for the 
nniflion of my Sins, I defire that as 
irink the Wine, 1 may receive a frefh 
pply of the Spirit of Grac^ to enable 
• ta watch more agaioft Sin, €nd the 
tnainder of Corruptions that yetbd^ 
b much in mie (and iot '^VvOcs.'VN^a?^^ 
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tlie Viflory over all vc 
and ad and walk as oi 
with Jefus. 

Now Icanfay,tliro't' 
of God, that my Belov* 
lam his. He is to me 
te» Thoufmd. He is the 
Soul. Indeed I fee hi 
great Price. It may \ 
them that helteve he is Pi 
know what it is to be 
what Faith is, and that 
that Faith is which wo 
In what I now do, the L 
praiffs me. I blefs God 
riences of his Grace, ant 
that I have of his Love 
I have attained unto th 
the ute of means accordi 
where it is faid, give I 
your Calli/fg And Eleciion 
the Lord hath given me 
his Love, fo he maintai 
way, in th« wa^ of W^ 
fAe ufeof GofpeVOt4\n 
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Diligence as a Caufe thereof^ but ia the 
exercife of it as a means. Ewn as i» 
keeping his Cammandmints there is gitat 
Reward^ but not for it. I know that af- 
ter I have done afl I can for God, and 
my own Soul, I have done no more than 
what was my Duty^ and mufl: ftill ac- 
knowledge my felf an unprofitable Ser- 
vant, that is, in refpeft of God, tho' I 
may be profitable to my felf and otlicrs, 
while I am aiming at his Glory. 

I blefs God my Lot lias been cad in 
Gbfpel Days, under the preaching of 
Gofpel-Miniflers. I defire while I live 
to improve thefe precious Mercies, arid 
from my Experience would encourage 
others to exercife their Diligence in the 
ufe of Means, that they may attain to 
the fame Injoyments. Let fuch as read 
thefe Lines confider, that I was once 
as ignorant as any, but God has taught 
me the Knowledge of bimfelf in his own 
time. I was once dead in Treffaffes and 
Sins^ but he hath quiiVtjSk wie, Y^-^js. wv 
^/ar affy but he httth mait me nv^ ^^Vv 

li 



oh ' T^^^^?* l^ Son's false, 

5 of 5i»'»"' 'rM Why «>"»' 
» *">« ""fel of *« ^1^5? ttat 1 

Jould make &^'He4r^i'/S^''''^' J ,i 
»i\fit\t ufe ^ *^ w i» thetr nt 
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that he would write his Law in my 
Heart, and keep me according to his 
Word^ that I might not depart from 
him : And accordingly I have found" 
him to be what he hath promifed, for 
which I have reafon eternally to blefs 
and praife his Name. It hath pleafed 
him to exercife me with much bodily 
Weal^nefs ; but having fo much in him- 
felf, I find the enpyment of him to .be 
Strength ia Weakncfs, Life in Death, 
Joy in Sorrow, a Cordial at all times j 
and in all I meet with in my way homc- 
wards> I can fay he is God all*fufiici« 
ent, I find him fo. Oh ! Who can tell 
what it is to enjoy this Love of Loves I 
This is the whsie Sto/je^ dnd a new Name 
which none knatvs fuve he thai hay it.Oh \ the 
heigth and* depth J the length and breadth of 
this Love ofGody which is in Chrifi Jefas 
my Lord! If the enjoyment of God be 
fo great here whilft in this Body of Sin, 
and in a World of Snares and TemQta.-* 
tions, what will t\v^^\3J\ ^^vs^^^^^^"^ ^ 
hlra be, whsf^ t^^^^OkvaJ^'^^^"^^ 
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knour I haVe the Incomes of fns Spiritf 

by the out-goio^ of my Heart to God. 
I can fay, the Depre of my Soul is towards 
God J andthenmembrMce of his Name. I 
can fay, Wii(^ have I in Heaven hut thee ? 
And there is none ufon Earth I defre in 
comfarifon of thee. ^ In Years pad: the 
Thoughts of Death were very terrible 
to me, fo that I could not bear them ; 
and then it pleafed God to let me know, 
it was more my Duty to t^iiok how to 
prepare for it, than only to think of \t ; 
upon which the thougnts became more 
tolerable and eafy to bear ; but God has 
now fparM my Life to a time wherein 
the thoughts of Death are plcafant. I 
own Death ip it iiblf is ao Eoemy to 
Nature, but it is a Friend to Grace. 
Death is not now terrible to me^ be« 
caufe I know the (ling of it is taken a- 
way by the Death of Clirift. I long for 
the approach of that Hour, when I fhail 
be freed from Sin, and have the full en* 
joyment of that God >wV\KitSi \ \^Kr^ ^ess. 
/oy 6ut in part. TY»^\c{v^^^^ 

H ^ ^^ 
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BlciTed "tiine does often filf me y 
great Joy ; but this longing h wit 
Submifiion to the Will of God^^ kn< 
ing his time to be bcft : I believe, w 
ripe for Glory, I fhali be taken to it 
the meaa time I defire to wait, 
knowing what may yet be in the W( 
of Providence concerning me, or \\ 
God may have for me to do or fii 
before he take me home to bimfelf ; 
lieving that he has decreed noti 
concerning me, but wt^t ffaall be 
his own Glory, and my Good. * In 
mean time I defire to be kept clof 
himfelf, that I n>ay be found Fait 
even to Death, feeing it is fuch onl 
whom he promifed a Crown of I 

Hhey who endure to the End^fi^MhejA 

I need freih Supplies, that I may p( 
vcre and hold out. May the Grac 
Faith and Patience be ftiil in Exer 
There are two Scriptures of great ul 
me at. this tipae ; that in q Theff\ \ 
The Lord dire^ your Jiedrt intif the J 

vfGody Mdthe fatient vdifmg/or C/ 
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knd that in Htb. i o. 3 6* T^e hdve need of 
^aiiencej thst after )$h€ve dene the Will of 
rodyje might inherit the Promt fes . The - 
rhoughtsof Death are often upon my 
^ind. I believe Death to be. Work by 
t felf, {othatlneed have no other Work 
do when that comes. It is what I 
e'er yet pafs'd thro' ;. and as it is an 
^xercife. I never yet had, fo I do ex«^ 
»e£i that Grace I Ilia U never till: then 
xperience ; according to- that Word, 

is thy Day is^ fo fhsU thy Strength bey 

5eut. 3^. -2 5.. I know the Light of 
iod^d Countenance is fulHcient to make 
hat dark Entry light ; and I believe 
hat at the time my Soul and Body 
hall be feparated^ I (hall liave a Chrifl: 
D bid me welcome into his Father^s 
kingdom, according to> what in his 
Vord iia hath told us he wiir fay, w-c 
cme je Blefjed of my^ Fdther^ inherit the 
jngdomfrepAr'^d for you J before the Foun* 
ations of the fVorld. This I have ground 
D believe J fop fuch ^s WVc^s «w^s:i«*^ 

> receive Chrift "lato ^}aavt Vis5^^>H 
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Faith, fuch (hall have a Chrift o 
ccive them into Glory. 

MEDITATION 

Upon fome 

'ajfages of Scripture. 

I Have had fome Ma 
clous on the jd ofC 
(ist beginning at the 
Verfe ; wherein 1 1 

[ experienced, thro* 

Gtace, mucbofthea0i(ianceofthe 
cial Frefence of God ; which make; 
now willing, as he (ball affift me 
leave k in writing, aiming at G 
Glory, fbr the Ufe and Incouragea 
of fuch as may read it. 
Itisfaidt Tht Lard God V4iktdu 
Giri^a. TheJjotdGoi-, *>«-^i^ 
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(1 was there, as I have heard it ex- 
M ; and I do believe, that as the 
vas with the Father, in the creating 
!an, fo he was alfo with the Father 
e looking after Man, It is fajd. The 
God walked in the Garden. 1 h^vx 
der'd, a Walk implies fome Stay : 
Ufe and Improvement that I have 
ght fliould be made of God^s Com- 
nd Staying in the Garden,is to con* 
the Reafonablenefs of our Service. 
God come to look after us ? Then 
ighly reafonable that our Thoughts 
'^ffeaions fliould always go to him, 
condcfcends to look after us. It is 
ly reafonable, that my Thoughts 
Dthers fliould ftay upon him, that 
in the Garden. Whilft I was thus 
cing in my Meditations, that Scrip* 
was brought to my Mind, He wiH 
nm in perfeit Teace^ xvhofs Mind is 
on him J becaufe he trufei in him. In- 
a good Word of Incouragement to 
:he Mind upon God. I haveconfi- 
at what time God came and ftaid 



!'^ 
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in the Garden ; 'twas in a time 
vocation, and the higbeft Pro^ 
too ; then it was that God fc 
fcends to take a Einie to confi 
himfelf, ^hatlie. ma)^ do to fai 
own Juftice, and to glorify I 
Mercy, and to fave loft Sinn 
righteous way ; not that God m 
take a time to confuk what to 
ii he ^new from all Eternity ^ 
would do with, or for foft Sinni 
fuch was his Condefcenfion, 
took a time to confult with 
what he might teach us to d 
God ip a time of Frovocation 
with himfelf, for his oun GI 
our Good ? This fliould teach u 
't i Confideration with our felves 
■ ' time of Provocations, what we 
to prevent Sin and Satan, and 
fy God* I may fay, thro' Grac 
the ufe that God has taught me 
of it, blelTed be his Name. 
IcJS fdidy thcLovAGod^;aAfe 
Oardca in the Cool of tbc Daj 



Ti 
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:hc Heat of the Day to be over^ 
ying God's Wrath was abated, and 
nger affuaged towards Sinners, as 
c heard that fo explained. I have 
jht, that for what I know, God 
t flay as long in the Garden, as 
I flood in the ftate of Innocency ; 
ow long God flayM in looking tf- 
\dam aiid his Poflerity , or how long 
t flood in the ftate of Innocency^ 
)t be known. But this I do know, 
the Lord <3od waits long to be 
ous ; and thre is Forgivenefs mtb 
that he wdy ^eftareL Bleffed be 

lame that it is fa 
is faid, the Lord God -called after 
t ; Adam, where art thou ? I have 
der'd, that as the Lord God called 
Mdm^ Chrift Was in the Call. O 
:d ai>d gracious Call 1 Q wonderful 
e^ that ever God flibuld call once 
lofl Man ! Yet ftill more wonder- 
that this gracious Call {l\^\M.Vij^ 
nued to this Da^, \\\w^^^^^^^ 
)w tlic Lord GoA c^J^a^ ^^^'^ 
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-^^iiwr, not by Means^ Inftrumcnt 
dinances, or Providences ; bucl 
ed immedutelv, and Chrid was 
Call. As the Call was immediate 
God, and Cbrill: was in it, we nn 
lieve it was eflTe^ual Calling, ar 
evidencM Adam^s Eleftion. Blel 
God for fuch a Calling that is in ( 
God fa id, Adam^ where art th 
have obferv'd by the way, the va 
ference between God's fpeaking 
Man's fpeaking to Man. Mojt. 
meek Man, faid to the Childrer 
rael^ Numb. 20. 10. Te Rebels ^ 
bring forth Water out of the Rock 
might have faid to Adam^ when ] 
RcSel, where art thou ? What ha 
done, or whither art thou gone 
he only faid, Adam. I have obfei 
the time of a Rebellion, God calPc 
by his own Name that was givei 
f'.: and that (liould teach us to call I 

.*; ')k by their own Name, in time of ] 
cation: I believe U\w^ did fo,^ it 
be a means to pvevwvx \xv>mJcv W 
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tu My Thoughts have run much far- 
sr than I can leave in writing. 
The Lord God call'd after Jdamy 
hre Art thou ? God M'ell knew where 
d^m was, and what he had done ; but 
: called, that Jdam might know bim» 
!f, Jdam faid, / heard thy Voice in the 
trderfj and I was afraid^ becattfe I was 
ked ; and 1 hid my felf^ I heard thy 
)iUj and was afraid : I have thought 
hat Voice it was that Jdam heard in 
e Garden, that made him to be afraid ; 
relieve it was a terrible Voice that J^ 
m then heard in the Garden : Tho' it 
ere poflible, thro' infinite Grace and 
[ercy, that God might be reconcilM to 
e Sinner ,yet it could never be poflible 
at God fhould be rcconcil'd to Sin, as 
is fo oppofite to his pure and holy Na- 
re, fo contrary to the Being or God. 
e muft needs appear terrible againft 
n, tho' at the fame time he had a pur* 
)fe of Love, and a Defign of Grace in 
s Heart to the SVatvw^NQVviewSs^^'^- 

' appear ed^ Ibav^t^\o>a.^^'i^'^^^^ 
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uriiink, or who can conceive of the terri* 
. lileiiefs of that Voice that jidam heard 
. ^crhehad Unnedagainft God? Wit6 
'.iciiis Confideration, that Adgfa did not 
sftand nor fall as a fingle Perfon,but thai 
Jie rcprefcnted ali Mankind : So that 
£nned in him, and fell with him hi tli» 
£rft Tranfcrcffion. FnMn thence 1 be- 
lieve, in lome fenfe, Aii^m heard tlic 
Voice for all, and fo it muftfleeds be ter- 
Tible ; well then might Adam be afraiA 
The Voice of the Lord is as the Voice; 
«f many Waters,who can bear the thun- 
.<3ering of the Almighty ? The Law was 
■faid to be given in a terrible manner: 
So Lbelieve the Voice that Jdam heard,' 
after he had finned, muil needs be terrW 
})le,and well might he be afraid. It is the 
Judgment of fome, tliat we are not to 
iundcrftand the Voice that Adtm then 
heard, to be a vocal Voice ; whether vo- 
<al or no, r know not ; but this I ' 
Jieve,that it was fuch a. Voice that Adt 
^eardk; and I alio iQeV\tM&tt.'«te9^\! 
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. that the Cfiild Sami^el hiard; when he 
i thought Eii caird hioiy. was "a- vocdl 
t Voice ; but as to the Voice that Mam 
' heard in the Garden, whether that was 
vocai or no,l Ihall kaye to th^ Jud^mietfi 
of othiers, it iiot being material for rat 
to know^ AdatH faid^ Becaufe he was na» 
kedhe hid kmfelf. I have confider'd, by 
-fcheaffiftance 6f Grace, what that N» 
kcdnefs was that was the caufe of A* 
^dam\ hiding bimfelf : It feems to be tfwrt 
lie was ftript of fomcthifig that befort 
he had ; that he then complainM of a 
Nakednefs that he had not before. li 
could not be that he was ftrip'd of li 
.material Clothing, becaufe he had ft 
not befere the Fall, on» -need of it : 
We had no more need df a materia!! 
Clothing, when we flood at firft in Pai 
radife, than we Ihall need it when we 
get again into Paradife. Ob, what has 
Sin done ! It has made a want of Clo- 
thing for Soul and Body too, 
h hate confidoc'^A vjV^xvx. ^^s ^ 
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ous Image of God that he had with God 
in the Creation, that Primitive Righte^ 
pufs and Holinefs that he was at firft 
inverted with. This was a Nakednefs 
indeed, to be ftrip'd at once of the beft 
Good ; and not only fo, but tobefillM 
with theworft Evil, Whilft I was here 
thinking, it plcas'd God to bring that 
Scripture to my Mind^ Rev. j. ic. 
where itisfaid, I coutffel thee to btty of 
me Gold tried in the Fire^ th/it thou mttf^ 
ejibe rich ; and white Rajmenty that thou 
tnayeft he clothedy and that the Shame of 
thj Nakednefs do not apfear. O what a 
rich Clothing has God provided to co» 
ver the Nakednefs we got in the Fall ! 
tWho could reftoreThat glorious Image 
of God that we loft in the Fall, but he 
who isthe exprefs Image of the Father^ 
Who could reftore that Primitive Righ- 
l:eoufnefs and Holinefs that Adam had 
at firft, but he that is righteous, and he 
that is holy? Oh what a Reftorative u 
our Lord Jefus I What an exaft way tc 
the Father I Oh that I and otliers couk 
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prize Ghrift- mere than ever ! Chrili 
.mpft needs be precious to every true Be- 
liever. 

Adam {zid^ Becanfe I nf as Naked I bid 
ff^felf. What a Veil of Ignorance did 
Sin caft over the Mind oiJdam at once I 
That he, who was created in that per- 
fect Knowledge, (hould become fo ig^ 
norant of God, as to pretend to hide: 
himfelf from him, who is every where: 
prefent. Oh how great is the Sin of I^*-;; 
norance ! That Sin that was in Adam^ is-i 
in all our Natures. Oh how ignorant be 
we of God naturally*, as to any true fa- 
cing Knowledge ! If we knew God; 
more, we ftiould love him -more, and^ 
fcrve him better. God has taught mc^-*- 
upon often meditating on this Scri^^ 
ture, to make a further Ufc and Im^ ^ 
provement of AdanPs hiding himfelftJ 
I have been made to confider, there r 
was not the leaft Gommunion to be had^ 
between God iiad A Asm:, after Adam^ 
bad iin^, till h« VMLs%QtvcM^ ^^^S>8iNS2^ 
Plmiei So tbwt^fs ao C ^ ^-—^ —^--'-^ 
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had now between a gracious God; old 
.SinnerSjtill we sec iato the Rock Cb^ 
that Hiding'FUce. Bleffed bcGod fii 
■fuch a Shelter, for fuch a Surety, 'fot!>^ 
fuch a Friend with the Father : H^ 
is the Lord, our Righteoufnefs ao^ 
Strength ; blefled be God for fuch >i 
Righteoufnefs and Strength. '■ 

Verfe ii. JaJ hcfui. Who told thef 
that thou tfofi naked ? Hifi thou ttttn BJ 
the Tree whereof J commaniiei thee tbd 
thou jbouldtft not ett ?. 

Here I obferv'd,that Godfpaketvic* 
l}efore he had once an Anfwer ; and as 
he did then, fehe does ftill. Oh won: 
derful Condefcenlion of a good and g»* 
ciousGodjtofpeak fboften toMan, as 
he did then,and does ftiU,before be hatbi 
once an Anfwer ! He fpeaks ooiv to in 
by his Word, bis Ordinaaces, and his 
Providences ; but what a deaf Ear is 
there to all, whilftin a flace of Nature ?^. 
Ohwhataeedhather.«rySoulofquicki 
ling and renewioe,<ov,a<», isKK^er ta 
anfwer God's C»$\ \ bMVO^SK*^! 
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y Meditations, what Anfwer Adam 
ade to God : The iVoman thou gaiveft 
eyfljegAve me^ And I did eat. The far- 
ler I go in my Meditations, the more 
ftand amaz.M at God's Patience and 
orbearance. Oh the wonderful Pati* 
ice of God, that he did not execute 
idgment immediately upon Mam and 
I his Pofterity, when he hadTuch an 
nfwer from Adam ! But what fhall we 
y ? God's Patience and Forbearance is 
ke himfelf : It may well be faid, God 
nits long to be gracious J and there is For^ 
uenefs with htm that he may be feared. I 

ave feen by the way, how Sin hardens 
le Heart, as well as blinds the Mind, 
: elfe Adam coiild not have given fuch 
1 Anfwer to God. In his Anfwer he 
em'd to^xcufe his Sin or himfelf, tho* 
s and his Fofterity had fo fallen away 
om God> by finning againft him. Sia 
id Excufe came into the World toge- 
ler 3 fo it is no wonder that it remains 
)gether. One would have thought,that 
\dam fhould have given fome other Aa« 
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Iwer to God ; he that had once fuch 
perfedl Knowledge of God : But Si 
blinding the Mind, and hardning th 
Heart, was tlie Caufe of Adamh givio] 
fuch an Anfwer to God. One woul 
have thought that Adam fhould rathe 
have faid, '* Lord, I have finned, am 
*^ my Pofterity ; what fball I do, ( 
" thou Preferver of Man ! May then 
**-.be any Hope^ May there be an) 
" Help ? May there be any way fount 
" out for my R ecovcry,and my Pofteri 
" ty ? But not a Word like this came 
from Adam at that time ; but, /^^ WomM 
tbougavefime^fbe gave me^ and Idideati 
Oh the Freenefs of rich and free Grace J 
Grace has been given, and a rich Pro 
mifemade, without one Defire of the 
Creature's, as well as contrary to his 
Defert. What a Hell muft fuch hav« 
that flight fuch Grace, and abufe fuch 
Patience ? I blefs God that ever I have 
been made to fee the Riches of free 
Grace, and to value, and love, ande^ 
ileexn the God of all Grace ; which n 

IS 
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rgument to me, that God bath 
and does efteem me as his own in 
uliar manner. Blefled be bis holy 
eforfuch rich Mercies, that I have 
do enjoy ; and I now know, thro* 
Grace, I (hall for ever enjoy the 
Df all Mercies ; I therefore defirc to 
!iim,and to live to him whilft Hive, 
y he has made me to know I (hall 
/i^ith him to all Eternity, when I 
:nce> and (ball he feen no more : 
is a Mercy that I do, and iball 
God for to all Eternity. 
:rfe i j . Jnd the Lord Goctfdid unio 
^omaffy What is this tijat thou haft ^ 
^ And the Woman faid^ The Serpent - 
^ded me^ and I did eat. From ^^^eflce 
;e confiderM in my Meditations, 
the firft Suggefticfn from that old 
:nt the Devil,was caft into the wea- 
'effel: The Method that that Ser-i 
took at firft, he ftill goes on in ; 
ime is to work upon Souls now^ 
I tliey are moft vjti^\ ^V^^^^^^^ 
^aitb, or wheu x>a^x^\^\^>^^-'^:^^ 



■■■': 'ir 



^m 



Tc6 IfkdititHoMSj Sec 

Faith, is the DeviPs time to get an a 
vantage upon Souls. From when* 
have confiderM, of what neceffity i 
that every one Ihould be alway eari 
with God for the Strength of Faith, 
well as the Truth of it, that then 
we may be enabled to make War \i 
Satan. 

Verfei.4.. Jnd the Lord God faidi 
the Serpent^ Becaufe thoa^hafi done t 
thou art cur fed above dtCAttely iind d 
every Beafi of the field : Vpon thy t 
/halt thou gOj and Dufijhdt th$u edt 
the Days of thy Life. Here Gcd { 
counc'd a Curfe upon the. Serp 
which accordingly is executed : 1 
Purpofe and the Decree of God n 
ftand, and he will do all his Pleafi 
which is very fit he Ihould. It is 
Believers Mercy, that that old S^rp 
the Devil, is bound up-under that e 
nal Curfe: It rs well that he is in Cha 
and that his Power is limited, fothai 
c^/7^ri]urt God's Inheut^tvc^^ xNx^x.^ 
^Je is a JDiftuibet, Vic c^iifx.>5^^ 



^1 ■ 



Meditations^ &c. 107 

Toyer of them that love and fear the 
-ord. 

Verfe 15. Jr^d J will put Enmity be^ 
peen thee and the Woman^ and between 
hy Seed and her- Seed : It fball bruife thy 
ifead^ and thou fljult bruife his HeeL 

giere I have obferv'd, by the afliftance 
if Grace,in my Meditations on this Paf-^ 
age of Scripture, a great and a gracious 
?romife is made, that God will put En- 
nity between the Serpent and the Wo- 
han, between her Seed and his Seed ; 
fee Seed of the Woman Ihodd break 
he Serpent's Head, feut the Serpent's 
?ower can reach no farther than to 
)ruife the Heel.- Oh bleffed be God for 
hat promifed Seed of the Woman, the 
Lord Jefus, that came to deftroy all the 
?owcrs of Hell I He came to conquer 
man, and to enable all, that truly be- 
ieve in him, to beconie Conquerors, 
ttd more than Conquerors, thro' his 
Oving of us, Bleffed be his Name for 
lis rich Grace to us m CVvu^. 
Y^tk 22. AttA the Lor A God S^^^-^^ 
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l.old tht 'Man is bscontt as one of risjtc 
Ciooi and Evil ; and now leji he ^ut 
!'.'< Ha>id, and take alfo of the J 
Life, and eat and live for ever^ &c 
la my Meditations ontliis Ver 
Lord Godfaid^ Behold the Mm is I 
as one of aSj knotvirtg Good and Ei 

• have confider'd, by the Affiftaa 
Grace, that the Man knew Good I 
Experience of it, the Time he ft: 
it ; and he knew Evil by his fallin; 
it. So in that fenfc Jdam mayibe i 
know Good and Evil ; but at that 
lie did not know Good fo as to ch 
nor Evil fo as to refufc it. Andno. 
he put forth his Hmd^ and take alfo i 
Tree of Life^ and eat, and live far e-, 
have thought what Danger was 
of Adiim\ putting forth his Hand 
taking the Tree of Life, that he 
live for ever ; feeJnghewasatthai 
fallen fo far from God, by his fii 
againfthim. I have been made to 
dcr, ;n my Meditailons, thatwh 

di/s^fell from Godjlw'ifcWvEAci^M 
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fo that then he had not, nor could have 
any Love to God ; but he had fo much 
natural Love to himfelf, that he would 
have been willing to have livM a natu«- 
ral Life for ever, and that he might ne- 
ver have died a natural Death. So from 
that Principle of Self- Love, he might . 
have been willing to have took of the 
Tree of Life, that he might never have 
died a natural Death ; but before he was 
dead fpiritually, he was dead to all that 
was good, and fo could have no true 
Defire at that time after the Tree of 
Life.He was then dead in Sins and Tref- 
paffes, according to the Word of God : 
in the Daj that he eat thereof ^ he fbould 
Jurely die. Indeed Sin brought Death 
Spiritual and Temporal, and it deferves 
Eternal Death ; but Grace prevent;s 
what Sin deferves, and in the (lead of 
Eternal Death, brings in Eternal Life 
to all true Believers, according to that 
Scripture, Rom. 6. 25. The Waf^% of &\tv 
// Deafi^, hut the Gi/Jiip|,Goa is ^xttij. 
Lffe, thro" ^efui Chrift^i>uf Lor A.^SS«S 
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*bc God for. fuch a Cift, and that this 
»Gift is given to ine. 

Verfe 23. Therefore the Lord XioAfent 

him forth from the Garden of Eden, to 

It ill th^ Ground^ from whence he was t alien. 

I have obferv'd, in my A4editations, 

tfhat the Lord God fent forth the Man 7 ' 

I have confider'd, by the Adiftance of 

Grace,that it was he lent forth the Man, ■ 

4:hat had Power to do it. I have thought 

from whence Jdam was fent ; it was out 

of Paradife,it was from a Felicity of In- 

joyment that Mam had once .enjoy'A 

I have confider'd whither he was fent ; 

it is faidjto till tJie Ground from whence 

he was taken. I have confiderM the 

Caufc why he was fent forth, and that 

was Sin. 6h what is Sin, and what has 

it done ! It forfeited all Good at once, 

2lM not only fo, but procured all EviL 

What StChange did Sin make at once in 

Adam^s State, as well as his Nature 1 

He rhat hath had that Felicity of Injoy- 

meat^ and Lcave.>aaAlAb^t\.^ xs^xaiy^^ 

c&c Fruit ot cvc^ Tt^^ ««fci8^3ea 
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Tree in themidfl: of the Garden ; 
hehad without Labour or Sorrow, til] 
lietinned away flich a Mercy ; then he 
was tent forth to till theGroiuiJ,\vhich 
was Labour and Sorrow. 1 have confi- 
der'd, in my Meditation of this Verfe, 

. that Labour and Sorrow is tlie Fruit of 
^ Sin ; and it feems to be a means,tliat the 
l-ord God would mahe tfe of at iirft, to 
convince of Sin. iAdAm mud needs re- 
member, while he was labouring to till 

\ ' the-Groond, what he had fiitned awayv 

' Atid hc-ipas fent to till: the Ground from 
wherce he was taken, tfcat he might 
tliereby be convinc'd what he was, and 
always remembefftom whence he cantei 
Indeed an humbling Gonfideration, to 
think that weailcsme from the Duftll 
have thought by the way, what a mon- 

" ftrous Sin IS Pride, that fo much of it 
in the beginnii^ Yif our Days fhould 
wind itfelf into Duft, I have thought 
the SinofPrideandUnbdief, thatista 
our Nature^ isUVeaO&XKsxXt*.'^*-^ 
ttafoi&fprcajis itxfcte vst^ -^-s^ *^'*. 
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taking away of a natural Life. For if 
the Cancer be not kiU'd by fome skilful 
Phyfician,and the wounds cured which 
it has made,the Perfon that has it muft 
die ; fuch a cancerous Humour Sin is in 
the Soul. Oh what need has every one 
of an able and skilful Pfayfician, fuch a 
Phyfician that is able to kill Sin, and to 
cure the Wounds that Sin has made in 
the Soul ! This Confideration muft 
needs bring me to value and prize 
Chrift more than ever, that able aad 
skilful Phyfician ; and I have experi- 
ence him, thro' Grace, as willing as 
he is able, to be my Phyfician, or elfc 
I muft have periflied for ever, and fo 
muft all that have not this Phyfician ; 
for none but he can cure the cancerous 
Humour of Sin ; and he can, and does 
It for all that come rightly to him. I 
have thoudit, if every Perfon in the 
World had a Cancer in Body, that ] 
muft end in Death if it could not be ' 
curecl^whsit a Lamenmvo^^^w'S m^Visxc I 
would be took up fot iew c&^Yi^^aa^^ 
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ut, Oh what Danger is the Soul irx 
ow little is that confiderM ? Wh^r^ 
lins would Perfons take, what Cha rp ^ 
ould they be at,to have a Cancer cur 

the Body ? What Value would th^_ 
ive for a Phyfician, if there might ^^^ 
\y that had Skill to do it ? I have e 
:riencM it is a good way to come ^^ 
iritual Things, by Naturals, in m 
[editations.We can't think to be cur^^ 

theccincerous Humour of Sin, ^vit^^^^ 
It taking fonne Pains, and cxpeftin^ 
me Pain : Therefore it is compared t^ 
c cutting off a right Hand, or the 
uckingout of a right Eye,in a natural 
nfe. As we would rather chufe that 
le Member fhould perifh than the 
hole Body ; fo it is more reafonabl^ 
at we fhould chufe that the Mem-^ 
:rs of Sin fhould perifh, rather than 
tr immortal Souls. Thecefore it is 
id. Mortify your Members that are upon 
? P,arth : The Confideration of this 
s brought a Paffa^^ \^ tw^ \fil\s^^ <s^ 
Icaa I may fav Go^LVw^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Mnd, whiift I was confidering o 
'tis a Paflage I heard fome Year 
from a good Minifter, who obi 
from that Scripture, Mortify your 
hers thti are ufon the Earthy what 
Members were ; he faid they wet 
fuch Members that made Perfons 
monftrous Creatures, having 
■Members than God created. K 
fervM, that \was Members of th 
▼iPs forming, but never of God'j 
ting, and therefore muft be mor 
He obferv'tl, that the ftrait Gat< 
ftrait, that no Monfter can enter t 
fo he fliewM the necelfity of the J 
■fication of Sin, in order to enter 
the ftrait Gate. This has been, 
Grace, of ufe to me, and I defire i 
to all that read it. 

Verfe 24. So he drove out the 
and he placed nt the Eaji of the Gar 
Eden, Cherubims and a fluinim . 
which turned every B'^y, to keep the 
the Tree of Life. 

I have obfervMjthat its faidjhe 




oiiftheMan: //.i':3ff» was not only fent , 
forth, but he was drove outof Paradifc ; 
it feems to imply that i4i</» was very ^ 
loth and backward togo out. Twould 
have been weHif he had been fo unwil- 
ling to have complied with the Temp- 
tation, as he was afterwards to go out 
of Paradife ; but he that would not o- 
bey God's Command at firft, muft now 
fubmit to his Juftice .- So he drove forth 
the Man. 

lobferv'd, that itsfaid, he placed at 
the Eaft of the Garden Cherubims^nd a 
fiamiog SwordjWhich turn'd every way 
to keep the way of the Tree of Life. I 
have obfervMjin the Meditations on this 
Verfe, the flaming Sword turn'd every 
way, to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life ; but k is not faid to keep from the 
Tree of Life. I have thought what the 
Cherubims and the flaming Sword 
might be, that is fet to keep the way of 
the Tree of Life, and why the way of 
theTreeofLifcmuftbe kept, and for 
whom. The Chwubims I underftand 
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Mind, ^vhilftl was confidering of itvj 
'tis a PaiTage I heard fome Years ago] 
from a good Minifter, who obferv'dl 
from that Scriptupe, Mortify your Mcnhl 
hers thdt are upon the Earthy what the&l 
Members were; he faid they were Sin, I 
fuch Members that made Ferfons to bel 
monftrous Creatures, having more] 
-Members than God created. He ob^j 
ferv'd, that 'twas Members of the Dc-l 
viPs forming, but never of God's crg-| 
ting, and therefore mud be mortifi$.] 
He obferv'd, that the flrait Gate isfo 1 
ftrait, that no Monfter can enter there ; 
fo he fhewM the neceffity of the Mortis] 
fication of Sin, in order to enter in at! 
the ftrait Gate. This has been, thro' ] 
Grace, of ufe to me, and I defire it may 
to all that read it. 

Verfe 24. So he drove out the Mu ; 
dnd be f laced at the Eaft of the Garden ef' 
Eden, Cberubims and a flamwg Swordf 
which turned every way^ to keep the way of 
the Tree of Life. / 

IhsLVG obfervM>x\»iUt^li.^^^3t^ 
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he Man : Adim was not only fent 
1, but he was drove outof Paradifc ; 
ems to imply that Ad^m was very "^ 
and backward to go out. Twould ^ 
I been well if he had been fo unwil- « 
to have complied with the Temp- 
)n, as he was afterwards to go out 
^aradife ; but he that would not o- 
God's Command at firft, muft now 
nit to his Juftice : So he drove forth 

Man. 

obferv'd, that its faid, he placed at 
Eaft of the Garden Cherubims,and a 
ling S wordjWhich turn'd e verjj^ way 
eep the way of the Tree of Life. I ^ 
e obferv'djin the Meditations on this | 
fe, the flaming Sword turn'd every ' 
j^, to keep the way of the Tree of 
e ; but it is not faid to keep from the 
It of Life. I have thought what the 
erubims and the flaming Sword 
^ht be, that is fet to keep the way of 
Tree of Life, and why the way of 
; Tree of Life muft b^ fe^^^x^ •^\s.^Ss>k- 
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to be the Angels of God, that we 
to keel) the way of the Tree of 
Whilft I was fo thinking, that 1 
ture came to my Mind, in Jo^/^ 2( 
where it is faid, When Mary ivent 
Sepulcher^ fbefaw two Angels in tvhii 
tingy the one at the Head^ and the ot 
the Feet J where the Body ofjefus hat 

By thefe Scriptures I have been 
to fee, that the Angels of God ke( 
way of the Tree of Life. Chrift I 
the Way, the Truth and the Life 
Way is kept for Believers, fo kepi 
none can hurt nor deftroy fuch tha 
in the way. A weak Believer is a 
in this way as the ftrong j a Lion 
have Power tp hurt the Lamb thai 
this way. Bleffcd be God for fuch a 
of Safety and Security, that all tha 
Saints indeed may, or Oiall be foun 

As to the flaming Sword, I beli< 

to be the Juftice of God, that turm 

ry way to keep the way of the Tr 

Lifc^ according to tVvax Scx;^x.\icc^ ; 

i^. 7. where it Is^avA^ Awake^O 
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my Shephfrdy and againji the Man 
ny FeJlorv^ faith the Lord of Hofis : 
>e ShepJjerdy and the Sheep /ball he 

i I have been made to fee, in 
!ditations of it, tbat the Sword of 
f uilice turns every way, to keep 
y of the Tree of Life, that none 
me to it, but in God's own way, 
is a juft and righteous way ; and 
only kept for Believers, but to 
y Intruders : therefore the Che- 
and the flaming Sword are fet, 
the way of the Tree of Life. I 
loughtjwhen might Souls be faid 
itruders ? It is when they vainly 
»r the Mercies of God, without 
any regard to Chrift, as anfwer* 
full Demands of Jufticc : Such 
an never rightly prize Chrift, 
I't eye him asanfwering the full 
dsofjuftice, as well as fee him 
Ing of Mercy, The way to have 
I Chrift, muft be to have an Eye 
^s anfwering a\\ vWt. mc^Nx*^ 
ed^ and latisiyVv^^ o\xc^ \3!&>^- 



He fl:cx)d in our room, and died in G 
ftead, or elfe we could never have ha 
Eternal Life. Chrift fatisfyM for Si 
and redeemed us from Wrath, and pn 
cured by his Purchafe,Love and Mercy 
not that he needed to die, to pureha' 
his own Love to us ; for he loved 
firft, or elfe he could never have di 
for us ; but he died that he might the 
by purchafe our Love_tahimfclf ; ani 
therefore it ismoft reafonablc wefbou' 
love him. Such that eye Chrift arig 
will find him precious ; but fuch that 
not,may be faid to be Intruders. Th 
are fome that are apt to hav« an 
only to Juftice, but none; to Mercy 
and there the Devil gets great Adva 
tage. Such Souls never mind what 
Mercy of Mercy it is, that Chrift h 
anfwerM the full Demands of Juftiqe 
for the worft of Sinners that comejW 
him, and lay hold upon him for Life 
and Salvation. O what need haseverfi 
Soul to piead with Go^ io>t 2cv\ ^vxVfi^ 
ciicd Mindy that t\\efe St^?^^. ^JV'iw*' 
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may enjoy Ms Prefence, and his 
and hisBleffing, while they are 
in liis way. "^ 

I have likewlfe had fome Mt 
ons on that Scripture, "^er. 31.3 
partof the Verfc, Tca Ihsveh^, 
with An everUfiing Love ; thertft 
loving KJndmis htive I drawn thee 
I have conliderM, who he is that 
then who it is chat is loved ; and 
is in this Love. 

It may be confider'd, that h 
loves is he that had no beginnin; 
will have no end ; the Being of 
ings, the Creator and Upholdei 
Things. It is he that condefcem 
to fpeak, / have loved thee with *i 
Ufi'mgLove. O wonderful Com 
ficn, thatGod (hould fct his Lovi 
loft and undone Sinners, which 1 
all by Nature, tiH God's Love nr 
Change ! O what Language is tl 
rbisLove, Ihnvt loved thee ; thi 
migbteii have been \o3X\K,i. \n.? 
^oved, I have loveA tVwe, Oi 
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ead in Sin and Trefpafles, to quickea 
[iee...I have loved thee, that waft afirtr ' 
flp, to make thee near ; t'lee that waft 
n a State of Alienation, thee that hadft 
inmity in thy Heart againft me. I have 
oved thee, to pardon thy Sins, to do j 
iway thy Enmity, and to take thee in- j 
o a State of Reconciliation with my ^ 
elf, wherein thou fhalt abide for ^ver. 
3 how much may be confiderM in th6 
L.ove of God ! Indeed his Love is like 
o himfelf, and that is everlafting. I ; 
lave alfo obfcrv'd, that he draws the 
Arguments of his Love, from his own i 
Bowels of Love ; becaufe he has loved, • 
le does love, and therefore he will love* V 
/ hjfn;e loved tbte^mth an everlafiingK 
Love J therefore with lovhg KJf^dnefs have » 
r drar^n thee. From whence I have ob^4' 
ferr'd, that all. God's Kindnefs'to his/s 
Children flows fromLbve. The Ufe 
:hatl have obfervM fhould be made icf h 
t is, That feeing God^s Kij^dnefs flowa '^ 
from Love, it is hv^jtvl^j \^^&scJ£^VJsR•<s^ 
\ll our Duties ?Ltv^ OX^^^v^^^"^ \s::^>»fl«: 
boiHd flow fvoav VoN^ v^o* 



jookj even to him that isfoor^ «0m ^j ^ 
trite Spirit^ snd trembUth dtmy W* 
Indeed as 1 goon^ I may well ftai 
.mazed at the Cohdefcenfion of < 
Pirft, I have confider'd, who he is 
•^^ '^^ look^ whom he looks to, and wl 
>t t x:ontainM inthis Look. 

Who is lie that looks ? Our great 

■^\ *i . 4itor, he that inhabits Eternity, thi 

■ j I ingof all Beings, thePreferver and 

.} j holder of all Things: It is he th 

; ;. our Benefeftor, he that gives us on 

\\ ' ing; it is hethat coatinties all go 

' ' ' -us that we are made Partakers of 

j««c#»nds to lookfo 1( 



m 
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1 . It is a Look of Love, for Love la 
the Foundatioa of our Salvation* It 
evident from that Scripture in Exek. i 
8. Non; when 1 faffed b)thee^ and look 
u^on thee\ behold thj Time xvas a Time 
Love^ andrfpredd mj Skirt over thee^ '4 
covered thy Ndednefs ; jtA I /ware m 
thee^ Md entered into a CEvendnt with th 
fa/th the Lord . God ; and thou bec^m 
tnine. Indeed a full Scripture, to pro 
that God's Look is a Look of Love* 

2. IhaveconfiderM, it is a Look 
Power, fuch a Look that powerful 
perfuades the Soultobe^yiljingto lea 
Sin,and to imbrace a Saviour jaccordii 
to that Scripture in P/i/. 1 10.3 . Thy pi 
pjejball be willing in the Day of thy Po 
er : So that it is a Day of God's Pow 
that makes the unwilling to becor 
willing. By this I have feed that Goc 
Look is a Look of Power, fuch a Lo( 
that Chrift looked upon Peter wit 
when he looked him into Repentanc 
fo a gracious Look df God toQk&< 
Sou] into Ch^ft^3J^^l\t«M^^^^ 

ioot to Chriftcb^ .;EivtVv. 
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?. I have confiderM, that this graci- 
js Look of God upon the Soul is alfo a 
ook of Delight ; according to that 
:ripture, The PtAjerscfthe It) fright are 

's Delight. 

4. This gracious Look of God upon 
le Soul that fears him, is alfo a Look 
f Complacency. God is faid to take 
Hi'ajure in them that fear him^ Mnd i» 
hem that hope in his Mercy. By this I 
ave feen, that God's Look upon the 
oul is a Look of Love, a Look of Pow-:- 
r, a Look of Delight, and a Look of 
Complacency ; which is all to be prov'd 
)y Scripture. 

Next I have confiderM who it is that 
Sod looks to, even to that Man that is 
wr^ and of a contrite Spirit^ and that 
rembleth at his Ward. A contrite Spirit 
ind the broken Heart, I apprehend to 
lave one meaning ; according to that 
Scripture, Pfal. 51. ij.T/je Sacrifices of 
aoa are a broken Spirit : a broken and a 
'^///r/U Hearty Qoi^ tfjou wi£c n<it de^ 

i/e. I have confiAei^" ^1 vjV&w vs\^^l ^ 
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\jX be fa id to have this broken Heart 
id Contrition of Spirit ? That Soul 
ay be truly faid to have a broken Heart 
r Sin and Contrition of Spirit,, that is 
oken off from Sin, I mean from the 
ving or the allowing of it, I don't 
ean from the Being ; tor I am fenHble 
1 will be in us while we are in the 
)dy ; but it is well where it is not al-* 
vv^ed. In that it is faid, God looks to 
m that is poor, I underftandit'tote 
e Soul that is fenfible of his fpiritual 
»verty, fenfible that he is nothing, nor 
n do nothing ; the Soul that is fenfible 
at he has no Power of his own to do 
liat is Good, or to refift an Evil ; that 
not from a right Principle. He can't 
Good, nor refift Evil naturally, till 
)d works Grace in his Soul. This is 
verty indeed, to be ftript of all Good, 
d to be fill'd with all Evil, which e- . 
ry one is, by Nature ; therefore it is 
3ndcrful Love of God, to find out a 
iy for the inriching of fuch poor Souls 
we arc by NaiMt^. \x,\&S»x^^ VSit xVox 
nich for our j^kes Watn« ^ow ^\>a»^ ' 
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^f md) -make mdnj rich. Indeed it is th/> 
gracious Look of God upon the Scut, 
that enables it to look into itfel^ and 
fo to fee and be fenfible of its own Po- 
verty. Now what can a Soul have to 
boaft of, or glory in but God? I always 
fee Reafon to admire free Grace in ai- 
ftinguifhing Love to my Soul in Chrift, 
' that ever I fhould experience this gra- 
cious and powerful Look of God upon 
■ae,that thereby I am enabled to look to 
him by Faith, and to reft wholly upon 
him at all times for Grace and Glory. 
I have alfo had my Thoughts exer- 
cised on that Scripture in Lukt 10. 20. 
where it is faid, Notwitbjtandmg in this 
rejoice not^ that the Spirits are fiwjeii un* 
to you ; but rather rejoice^ hecaufe jour 
Names are written in Heaven. So that I 
have confider'd, by the affiftance of 
God's Grace, when one may be faid to 
have his Name written in Heaven ; and 
I have confiderM it this way,^'/^. when 
God v^ni^^ his Law in the Heart, that 
Soul may know thettb^ tVv^xXvvs'i^^^^ 
s written in Heaven^ ^\3^x\vm^^^^^ 
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ther Inquiry in this^Mcditation, when 
one may be faid to have the Law of God 
written in his Heart ; then that Scrip.* 
ture was given into my Mindy,David^s 
Experience, Pfal. 119. 97. haiv 1 love 
thy Law ! It is mf Meditation all the Day. 
So by that I was made to know, that 
where God writes his Law in the Heart, 
that Soul makes it the matter of his 
Meditation* Thus I was made to fee 
when a Soul may be faid to have his 
Name written in Heaven, which is ac- 
cording to Scripture and Experience. 
Bleflcd be God for that Experience. and 
Knowledge he has given to me inthofe 
things. Indeed I know its my Duty to 
fludy how to live to, and to love this 
God of Love : The Lord enable me al- 
ways fotodoj my Defire is that God 
would keep me clofe to bimfclf, which 
I believe he will. 

I have here recorded, by the afliftance 
of Grace, what Meditations I have had 
of the Love of God in Chrift to me ; 
and this Love is not to ova oc^^ ^\^i^^s: 
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all them that believe From whence^ 
would advife all fuch as de(ire to live 
with God for ever, to ftudy how they .^ 
may live to him now : Such as would I 
live happy forever, muft endeavour tc 
live holily now ; for Holineft is the way 
to Happinefs. 

I define the Reader of thefe Lines 
might be found much in the Duty of 
Meditation. Indeed I muft own it isa 
hard and diiBcuIt Duty to be found a- 
rightin ; but I muft alfo acknowledge, 
that it is a very profitable Duty to the 
Soul that is fincercly found in it ; in thi$ 
I muft fay, thro' rich Grace, I have 
found God manifefting his Love to mc. 
Duties are not to be let alone becaufe 
they are hard and difficult. I would 
advife Souls to feek to God for his 
Grace to help in this and all other Re- 
ligious Duties. \ 

I have had my Thoughts exercisM in \ 
Meditation upon that Paffage of Scrip- 
ture in John 6.54. Whofo eateth my Flejbj 
^^^Jr//jketh my JSJoori^ batb eternal \j^\\ 
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/ will raife him up at the Uft Dy. 
fe are Chrift's own Words: I have 
ight in my Meditations, When may 
ul be faid to eat of his Flefti and 
k of his Blood ? I have been ena- 

to confider, by the Afliftance of 
:e, that it is to eye Chrift by Faith^ 
:ring in his human Nature, and ta 
he Worth, the Value, rhe Dignity 

was put upon thofe his Sufferings 
lis Divine Nature ; and to fee the. 
srings of Chrift ta be perfeft Suf-^ 
igs, fatisfaftory and meritorious.. 
; Sufferings of Chrift werepcrfed ;. 
1 were fuch that had no mixture of 
in them ; they were fatisfaftory ;. 
' difcharg'd that Debt that I and all 
;r Believers had contradled ; he paid 
full Price of our Redemption, and 
Dnly fo, but brought in eternal Life- 
all them that door fhall believe ia 
. I believe that the Sufferings of 
ift were in my Nature ; not in my. 
il, but in my huccvaw ^^x>\^^\ Vsv 
ATature that Aim^ 7iS:^^:^^c:^!^^^^s^^ ^ 
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had befdit the Fall. I bclitve the SuftriBgi of 
to be perfcd, that they may tnCwer for all pur j 
fe^ions: They were fuch as were withopt Sift 
fb Chrift may fatisfy for Sin. Indeed it may be 
that God fatisfy'd himfelf, and ap]>eas'd hu 
Wrath ; he preparM a liody to fuffer in our roo 
facisfy in our (lead, aad thereby to biing in e 
Life to us, that dercrv*d eternal Death. Tb9 I 
of Sin is Deathy but the Gift of God eternal Life, 
ouf Lord Jtfus Cbrifi. Chrift is the Gift of God 
itisfaid. That God fo loved the Wifrld^ fhst U 
his ofily begotten Son^ that VihofoeVv r believetb it 
Jbottld mt perrjby but have everlafting Life, No\ 
that clan eye Chrift in his Suffenngs^ and make 
cation of them by Faith, and believe they we 
them, fuch Perfons may be faid to eat of his 
and drink of his Blood ; and fo they have e 
Life, being in him by Faith, that is eternal Life ; 
fuck Souls have him, that gives eternal Life, acc( 
to that Scripttire,^ Cof. <,. 1 7. If any Man he en { 
he is a new'Creatnre \ eld things are fafs^d awa 
beheld allthings are be£cme new .• And that ether 
tiire. Col. I, I y latter part, Chrijlin you theB 
Glory. We find by Scripture and Experience, that 
Ifevcr is in Chrift, and Chrift is in. the Believer : S 
Soul n*.uft needs have eternal Life that ha^ Chrift, 
comes under that gracious Vromife, cf being rai 
tt th^ lafi Day. 

I have thought what the Refurrc(ftion will be 

Believer at the laft Day, at the Day and He 

Qeath, as well as the Day of Judgment. At th 

of Death, how. Qiall the Soul be rais'd from £a 

Heaven (for the Body is made of Earth) from a 

to a Palace iO how is t\\cSoM\'\Tc\^nlov\^^NNV\vM 

JO a Bodyg£- Sin, and wc'i^Vd dowti WvxV :».\ 

G^X I But at Death it fhali \>e xivC^ Vioto.^^ 
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: For feme arc all their life -time fubjcd to Bon- 
iro' the tears oi Death ^ but at Death all fuch 
ill be done away Irom the Believer. At death 
)C rais'd fro n Communion with Saints belew, 
Tiunion with God and Chrift,Saints and Angels 
And this will not be my Privilcdge only, but 
vilcdgc of all Believers. Lideed, how muft the 
Its of this make me to long and wait for that 
5ut T Img and wait^with fubmi(fion to the Will 
, for that pay, when I (hall experience fo glori- 
lange, thro* Grace, as to be rais*d from Earth to 
, from a Prifon to a Palace, from Communioti 
ints below, to Commune with God and Chrif)^ 
nd Angels above ; where I fiiall furely be,, and 
bide for ever. Hlcflcd be God for Chrift, and 
jrance he hath given me of his Love in him. 
iKo believe the Rcfurrcftion of the Body at the 
Judgment. O what a Mercy of Mercies is it, 
jfe vile Bodies (liall be chang'd, and made like 
;lorious Body, and fo be made fit to enjoy a 
id glorious God for ever ? 1 do believe, inat 
efcEycs I (hall fee God, and behold him for 
, and net another, according t© that in 7^6, 

Whom I Jhallfee for my feif^ and mine Kyes 
hold^ and not andther^ tho* my Reins he cori~ 
within me. It is a rich Mercy to Believers, 
:y may behold 'God for themfclves, that is to 
him indeed, to behold him as their God. I 
2v-e I fliall then behold God as mine ; and that 
Privilcdge of a Soul's beholding of God for 
', The "Wicked and the Unbelievers will bc- 
3d in the Lay of Judgment, but not for them- 

not as their God and Father in Chrift tKe^^ 
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mtion CO their own ConJeoiiiaiioii ; liut 
behold him fcr il.cmiclve'. O «luc * ri 
it, tliw 1, aud »n rudi as t.uly h.-litve, 
God foi cLU' fi-'lves, aud uoi kir oUiciii, 
Djy! 

From the foiifiJcrjcitJii ol" tlieft Thin 
advilc all tlut reid ilitli: l:iiies, to huJy 
vciur to beho'd f-hrift Ibf ditmfclvt.c, to m 
plUanioii now of Clulft, and wlu: he 1 
Sinners ; to htlitvt ihjt he lu? pi:i^ha,\ 
them, and u adc Ke.-oi^ciliatiaii for iht,ii, 
m eiernal Liie lor ihem ; that he- U n 
their Caufc at tf.v Right lUnd ot diC 
that he e^■e^ lives to make Iiiicr.:ciri<in iVi 
Soul that thus cy« Chrlft (at hiii,fi;lt', : 
othcri only, may be (urc at ilie Ijft I ii; 
God for himftlf and net another. O th.i 
that reads ihii, may have a livclv Fait 
Suth a Faith that may hi- eviJcnc'd by 1 
Faith that yields Obedience, fjih a F»i 
make Chiift prtcicuf. 

Thi;fe Meditations I Jiave exj^ciiinc'i! v 
me, thro' Grace, ro thinlt over af;ain/l 
the Sacrament, in order that I may' know 
Faith aright, that fo I may be the bctte 
from the Signs to Him fii-nitv'd tliereby. 
for what AllilUnce 1 liavc had of his 
what Expeiicncc I have had of his fpccial 
this and all other ol my Kediiaiions ; 
writing is Cod's Glory, and toIntO'ir.ige 
it to be found in God's way ; anti [T>« 
fiirtly espefl Cod's lilcfl'iiii; r. For he n-,ei 
rhjt reji'tt ""'i work Ri^lieoufnffi, at 
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